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We are now entering into the second month of 2016! Have you been successful in 
sticking to your New Year’s Resolutions? Are you prayed up and fired up with Holy 
Ghost fire? How did you spend the last few weeks? Were you faithful in church atten-
dance, tithing, devotions and fasting? Did you get into the Word of God? Time is short 
and the hour is late and without a doubt God is going to finish the work through faith-
ful men and women of God who are spiritually fit. “The Lord is not slack concerning 
his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing 
that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

Revival is not preached down, but prayed down so let us all partake in prayer so 
God will fan the flames of revival fire! Only prayer can get it done. You can be sure 
God is watching and appreciating the heightening of our devotion to Him through 
prayer. Prayer will touch the heart of God. The preacher that prays will receive unc-
tion. The unction of the Holy Ghost will pierce stony hearts. Our time in prayer is time 
well spent; therefore, let nothing hinder you from your determination to pray.

National Conventions! Please join our National Overseers in prayer as they prepare 
for their National Conventions. Some countries have already celebrated their Con-
ventions and we have been privileged to be there to witness the outpourings of God’s 
blessings during the singing, preaching and altar calls, but others will be taking place 
in the next few months. Dear saints, hold them up in prayer.  

The Church of God extends sympathy to the family of 
our faithful Sister Beverly Byers (wife of Melvin Byers 
Jr., State Overseer of North Carolina) who departed this 
life on December 24, 2015. We will cherish our memo-
ries of her until we meet again.

Sympathy is also extended to the family of Bishop Paul 
Lawrence of Jonesboro, Arkansas. Brother Lawrence 
passed from this life on January 7, 2016. He served 
in many capacities through the years and only heaven 
holds the record of the great spiritual accomplishments 
this man made throughout his life and service to God.  

With Sympathy
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In chapter 19 of Matthew we find 
the record of Jesus going to the 
coast of Judea, with “great multi-

tudes” following Him. The Pharisees 
also came, but unlike the multitudes 
they did not come to hear Jesus teach 
nor to have Him heal them of their 
infirmities. They had come to tempt 
Jesus with this question, “Is it lawful 
for a man to put away his wife for every 
cause?” (v. 3). Jesus answered them by 
saying, “Have ye not read, that he which 
made them at the BEGINNING MADE 
THEM MALE AND FEMALE, And said, For 
this cause shall a man leave father and 
mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and 
they twain shall be one flesh? Where-
fore they are no more twain, but one 
flesh. What therefore God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder. They 
say unto him, Why did Moses then com-
mand to give a writing of divorcement, 
and to put her away? He saith unto 
them, Moses because of the hardness 
of your hearts suffered you to put away 
your wives: but from the beginning it 
was not so” (vv. 4-8).

The answer Jesus Christ gave is very 
clear to any who would ask if it is law-
ful to put away your wife or husband. 
Combine His statement with other por-
tions of Scripture such as Exodus 20:14; 
Matthew 5:32; Mark 10:11, 12; and 
Luke 16:18, that speak against divorce 
and remarriage unions that constitute 
the sin of adultery, and Matthew 19:9; 
1 Corinthians 6:9; and 1 Corinthians 
7:2, which address and repudiate the 
unlawful unions of fornication. These 
verses of the Bible reflect the estab-
lished doctrine of The Church of God’s 
teaching regarding a biblical marriage 
of one man with one woman for life.

“From the beginning it was not so,” 
are the words of Jesus and they speak 
volumes when we consider how far 
man has removed himself from the will 
of God regarding the first divine insti-
tution God established at the begin-

From the Beginning it Was Not So
Matthew 19:8

Oscar Pimentel, General Overseer
The Church of God

ning of creation. It is a clear declaration 
that God’s established and designed 
blueprint for marriage between peo-
ple of the opposite sex at the time of 
Genesis, during Christ’s time on earth, 
and now over 2,000 years later, has 
not changed. This was and still is God’s 
blueprint for any man or woman who 
desires to live by the biblical standard 
of a blessed and successful marriage in 
the eyes of God.

Christ answered the question the 
Pharisees posed and included that 
God “AT THE BEGINNING MADE THEM 
MALE AND FEMALE” (v. 4) and then 
went on to say “For this cause shall a 
man leave father and mother, and shall 
cleave to his wife” (v. 5). Jesus quoted 
from Genesis 2:24, “Therefore shall a 
man leave his father and his mother, 
and shall cleave unto his wife: and they 
shall be one flesh.” Genesis 1:26, 27 re-
iterates that God made the human 
race and each human was appointed  
a specific sex of which there are only 
two genders—male and female. In 
God’s sight there are no such things 
as neutral sexes, preferred sexes or in-
between sexes. Man has no right or au-
thority to choose to be different from 
God’s design, for the Bible teaches that 
He made man in His likeness and im-
age. It should be considered no mere 
coincidence Jesus mentions that God 
created male and female at the begin-
ning and then continues the conversa-
tion to point out that man will leave his 
parents behind or depart from them 
and join himself to his female coun-
terpart—his wife. Like anything good 
to the taste buds, the things that are 
consumed must have the appropri-
ate ingredients and proper amount of 
those ingredients must be included. A 
good marriage that is delightful in the 
eyes of God and that gives off a sweet 
smelling scent to Him has two main in-
gredients—male and female—and the 
proper amount is one of each.  

When God looked at all of His cre-
ation He saw that it was good, except 
for one thing.  “And the LORD God said, 
It is not good that the man should be 
alone; I will make him an help meet for 
him” (Gen. 2:18). Adam was created a 
perfect man physically and spiritually. 
Adam was complete and there wasn’t 
anything God forgot to give or place 
in him to enable him to do all the Lord 
purposed for his life. God made him 
with all his abilities, strengths, weak-
nesses, and all his mental power of 
reason and memory. God did not say 
man was not good, but rather that his 
being alone was “not good.” Of all the 
things He had created—the cattle, fowl 
of the air, and beast of the field—“there 
was not found an help meet for him” 
(Gen. 2:20). If God had thought a “help 
meet”—or an adequate help—meant 
creating another male to be Adam’s 
companion He would have done so, but 
God established a pattern that is to be 
followed and obeyed in the marriage 
relationship and it is not two males 
and it is not two females. Some, of the 
opposite sex, may argue that when 
God finished the creation of Adam He 
stepped back, scratched His head and 
said, “I can do better than that,” and so 
God created Eve. It is an amusing way 
of looking at it, but the truth of the mat-
ter is that God made no mistake when 
He created Adam or Eve. The female 
was not created to do everything that a 
male could do but instead, and in fact, 
to do all the things that the male can-
not do—therein is found her strength, 
beauty and her necessity. The male and 
the female needed one another so they 
could grow together and understand 
unity of thought, interpersonal harmo-
ny, styles of socialization and the im-
portance of building a relationship that 
pointed toward that eternal foundation 
of a mutual love.  

Calling a tree an apple tree doesn’t 
make it an apple tree, but that tree must 
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bear the characteristics and its fruit to 
truly be an apple tree. Likewise, calling 
something a marriage does not make 
it marriage. Biblically, and traditionally, 
marriage has always been a covenant 
between a man and a woman.  A union 
between two males or two females 
denies the very obvious differences—
biological, physiological and psycho-
logical—between men and women. 
Again, God made no mistake in creat-
ing Adam and Eve, for in their marriage 
relationship those differences would 
complement one another. The same-
sex movement, the homosexual move-
ment, is a social movement of open re-
bellion against God’s divine order. It is 
a sinful manifestation of those who live 
a life far from God and His love. Regard-
less of this, God loves all sinners uncon-
ditionally and in His great love God is 
willing to forgive and wash away their 
sins and save the life of that sinner who 
lives this kind of a lifestyle if he repents, 
humbles himself, and seeks his Creator 
and Redeemer.  

One of the first things God com-
manded this newly established insti-
tution of marriage to do was to “Be 
fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 
earth” (Gen. 1:28). This basic aspect of 
marriage, of course, cannot be fulfilled 
in same-sex unions because fertility 
is not a natural fulfillment of their re-
lationship. On the other hand, God’s 
blueprint marriage, by Divine design, 
was established having in mind the 
procreation of children and the unity 
and wellbeing of the spouses. God 
gives the husband and wife the oppor-
tunity to partake in His creative power 
by the act of giving birth to children. 
Procreation is a joint creation which 
is a product of unconditional love be-
tween a couple (male and female) that 
has been brought together in holy 
matrimony. The natural tendency of 
marriage is to have children and create 
a family. I say “natural tendency,” rec-
ognizing the existence of infertile op-
posite-sex couples who are not able to 
naturally conceive for reasons known 
only to God Himself.  At the same time, 
I recognize that the archenemy of God 
has always stood in direct opposition 
to all of His commands and in this case 
the command is to “Be fruitful, and mul-
tiply, and replenish the earth.”

Even so, the fact remains that God 
considers same-sex unions an abomi-
nation and in Leviticus 20:13 we read, 
“If a man also lie with mankind, as he 
lieth with a woman, both of them have 
committed an abomination: they shall 
surely be put to death.” This act of men 
lying with men and women with wom-
en is detested and abhorred by God 
and in His sight—it is moral and ethical 
confusion and wickedness. It was for 
this very same reason God informed 
Moses and commanded the children 
of Israel,  “And ye shall not walk in the 
manners of the nation, which I cast out 
before you: for they committed all these 
things, and therefore I abhorred them” 
(Lev. 20:23). God was grieved and sick-
ened at the abominable acts taking 
place in the nations of the world and 
He destroyed those nations with their 
inhabitants who practiced such things.

Same-sex unions stand in direct 
opposition to God and for this rea-
son God rained down “...upon Sodom 
and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire 
from the LORD out of heaven; And he 
overthrew those cities, and all the plain, 
and all the inhabitants of the cities, and 
that which grew upon the ground” (Gen. 
19:24, 25). He not only destroyed them, 
but God erased the two cities from off 
the face of the earth because of their 
sin of homosexuality. Same-sex unions 
were never intended by God and they 
frustrate natural law. Paul mentioned 
natural law in Romans 2:14, 15 and 
speaks about the Gentiles who were 
without the Law of God yet did “...by 
nature the things contained in the law... 
Which shew the work of the law writ-
ten in their hearts, their conscience also 
bearing witness...” 

God wrote in every man a law, and 
gave to every man a conscience, and 
by man’s natural reason he is able to 
understand what is morally good or 
bad.  The Bible tells us in Romans 1:24-
28, “Wherefore God also gave them up 
to uncleanness through the lusts of their 
own hearts, to dishonour their own bod-
ies between themselves: Who changed 
the truth of God into a lie, and wor-
shipped and served the creature more 
than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. 
Amen. For this cause God gave them up 
unto vile affections: for even their wom-
en did change the natural use into that 

which is against nature: And likewise 
also the men, leaving the natural use of 
the woman, burned in their lust one to-
ward another; men with men working 
that which is unseemly, and receiving 
in themselves that recompence of their 
error which was meet. And even as they 
did not like to retain God in their knowl-
edge, God gave them over to a reprobate 
mind, to do those things which are not 
convenient.” When man is determined 
to ignore the plan of God and not ac-
knowledge Him, the Bible states that 
He leaves him to travel down his own 
path, which only leads to uncleanness 
and dishonor. Men abandon and try to 
change the truth of God that was es-
tablished from the beginning, and they 
are given up to vile affections. Accord-
ing to Scripture, women with women 
and men with men “is against nature” 
and an “error” and there is a recom-
pense that will be received for it and 
said recompense will be that which is 
to come to all those who live ungodly 
in this world.   

At the time when the Pharisees ap-
proached Jesus to pose their question 
men had already taken the liberty to 
make an attempt at rewriting the law 
of God. Men everywhere and in all 
places can write and rewrite earthly 
laws all day long, but there is one law 
that was written and settled long ago 
that all the hammers and chisels and 
all the paper and ink in the world will 
never be able to change or rewrite and 
that, my dear friend, is the law of God 
that is forever settled in heaven.  If it 
were possible for man to extend his 
arm from earth and reach up into heav-
en where God’s Word is forever settled 
and take hold of God’s book where His 
Word has been engraved on the pages 
of eternity, then it would be possible 
for man to change God’s law by which 
we will be judged. Dear reader, it is im-
possible! 

Today men rewrite laws to their con-
venience and according to their lusts. 
They give new definitions to words 
that appease and calm their own con-
science or the conscience of the mul-
titude who want to live according to 
their carnal and fleshly appetites. Since 
God established and ordained mar-
riage it should be understood that it 
was not created by the state, therefore 
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man has no authority to rede-
fine marriage. Many people are 
making the mistake of believing 
that if man says it is “okay” then 
it must be “okay” with God. Liv-
ing by that kind of thinking will 
most certainly lead one down 
the path, of which it is said, “see-
meth right unto a man, but the 
end thereof are the ways of death” 
(Prov. 14:12). It must, first of all, 
be approved by God and then 
accepted and obeyed by man. 

The 21st Century has come 
with its many challenges for 
Christians everywhere and for 
The Church of God. Let us pray to 
God for wisdom to know how to 
present the message of a biblical 
marriage in a truthful and loving 
manner since “from the beginning 
it was not so.”             &

Biblical Marriage Ruling from this past Assembly, 2015
Rationale: Due to the departure of societies all over the world from biblical 
guidelines, we, your Questions and Subjects Committee, would like to submit 
the following recommendation to reaffirm and complement our current 
standing on marriage.
Recommendation: When one biological man and one biological woman 
(from birth) present themselves before the proper authority, in a God ordained 
heterosexual relationship, meeting all the requirements of the Word of God, 
the Lord becomes the “Witness” to that commitment and covenant, and He 
makes them “one flesh” for life. The Church of God reiterates its renunciation 
of all biblically unlawful unions such as same-sex (Gen. 1:27, 28; 5:1, 2; Matt. 
19:4-6; Rom. 1:26, 27), incestuous (Lev. 18: 6-18), common law (Isa. 62:5; Mal. 
2:14), polygamous (Deut. 17:17; 1 Kings 11:4; Matt. 19:4-6; 1 Cor. 7:2; 1 Tim. 
3:2, 12), and divorce and remarriage unions that constitute the sin of adultery 
(Ex. 20:14; Matt. 5:32; Mark 10:11,12; Luke 16:18) and fornication (Matt. 19:9; 
1 Cor. 6:9; 1 Cor. 7:2). Our ministers are only authorized to solemnize the 
rites of matrimony in legal marriage that is within the limits of the rulings and 
advice of the General Assembly of The Church of God. In addition, the use of 
our church facilities should reflect our biblical stand by limiting their usage to 
that which honors God and reflects the established doctrine of The Church of 
God (QSC, 2015).

HOW TO WIN AN UNSAVED 
SPOUSE TO CHRIST 

The Bible gives important instructions as to how to win an 
unsaved spouse to Christ. 
1 Corinthians 7:12-14 “...If any brother hath a wife that believeth 
not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away. 
And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he 
be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him. For the unbe-
lieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife 
is sanctified by the husband...”
1 Peter 3:1, 2, 7 “Likewise, ye wives, be in subjection to your 
own husbands; that, if any obey not the word, they also may with-
out the word be won by the conversation of the wives; While they 
behold your chaste conversation coupled with fear... Likewise, ye 
husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour 
unto the wife...”
Ephesians 5:21, 22, 25 “Submitting yourselves one to another in 
the fear of God. Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, 
as unto the Lord... Husbands, love 
your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the church, and gave himself 
for it.”
1 Corinthians 7:16 “For what 
knowest thou, O wife, whether thou 
shalt save thy husband? or how 
knowest thou, O man, whether thou 
shalt save thy wife?” 

The biblical principles of sub-
mission, holiness, respect, and love 
are essential to win an unsaved 
spouse to Christ.

EV
ANGELISM

E. Roger Ammons
General Coordinator

VALENTINE'S DAY 
EVANGELISTIC OUTREACH PLAN 
A church offers to keep the children of cou-

ples while they enjoy Valentine's night together. 
Advertise the event in the newspaper and distrib-
ute flyers in the community. Plan for fun time, 
food, and teaching. Teach about Jesus and the 
plan of salvation. Send information about the 
church and tracts home with the parents. Get the 
names, addresses, and phone numbers of all the 
parents and children for immediate follow-up.

FLOW RIVER FLOW
The blood that flowed from the body of our Lord 

Crimson red with the piercing of the sword 
Bringing living waters flowing so free; 

No drought will you find as you bow on your knees. 

In this pure river, you will find many things; 
Freedom from sin and the bondage it brings, 
Complete healing for heart, soul and mind, 
Unending mercy unmatched by mankind. 

There is grace in the flow unmerited by man. 
Sprinkled with love by His nail-scared hands. 

For those that are weak, there is power in His name. 
Once under the flow, you’ll never be the same. 

This stream will help you let go of the past 
And the reins of hurt that are holding you back. 

Cast your burdens into the river that flows 
And watch them go - - - flow river flow. 

Jan Beam –- Des Moines, Iowa
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Have you ever thought about 
Abraham’s wife? Sarah was a 
woman who, by the world’s stan-
dard, was married to a gypsy. 
She and Abraham lived in tents 
and had no house with founda-
tions. They were not impover-
ished, but moved away from 
family and close friends to wan-
der about with the only purpose 
in life to do God’s bidding. She 
didn’t get the call to move away, 
but her husband did. She moved, 
she wandered and she helped her husband. 

How many of you have lived in one place all or 
most of your life? Maybe you have lived in one region 
of the country most of your life. Some have always 
lived very close to their families and friends. I have 
known people who have attended the same school 
for years and have enjoyed being able to build a 
life complete with family, secure job or career and a 
house on land that has been a part of their family for 
many years. What a blessing such a life would be! 

There are special women (some of which have 
never accepted a personal calling on their lives) who 
have married men whose call of the Lord moved 
them far from their comfortable lives. Some enjoyed 
lives like the one I described above. They left family 
and friends, security and community to embark on 
lives that would be at the mercy of people they barely 
knew. They would not know for sure where they 
would live, who would befriend them or their children 
and how or when their financial needs would be met. 

These special women are from different walks of 
life. Some had been raised in The Church of God 
and some were not. Some were women with outgo-
ing personalities and some were very shy and timid. 
These women are wives of General Overseers. They 
are the women people all over the world would look 
at and compare themselves to. They would be lead-
ers to other women, even if they did not teach or 
preach. Their clothing would be critiqued, their hair-
styles would be immolated, their children would be 
analyzed and their husbands would be ridiculed. 

These women gave all they had, and all they 
were, to the ministry to which their husbands were 
called. They sat alone on some anniversaries, birth-
days and holidays. They waited patiently while their 
supper meals and special outings were interrupted. 
They prayed intently while their husbands were in 
meetings and taking phone calls or trips. They gave 
of their personal time, money and energy to be a 
blessing to their husbands, their children and The 
Church of God. Most of this giving was done in ways 
only our Lord knows about. 

Winning the Lost,
Keeping the Found

Allene Cox, General ABM Coordinator

Churches reporting 100% in Emergency $:

Historically, The Church of 
God has accepted the beautiful 
responsibility to give financial 
support to these special ladies 
when their husbands passed on 
to their reward. What an honor 
to be able to be a blessing to 
those who have blessed us in so 
many different ways! I was not 
alive during the time that Sister 
Mary Jane (Taylor) Tomlinson 
had to begin 
life over with-

out her beloved husband. I was 
too occupied with myself to under-
stand the ways I could personally 
be a blessing to Sister Ina Mae 
(Turner)Tomlinson, though I was 

able to meet her 
and speak with 
her on a couple 
of special occasions. In my adult 
life, I have been blessed to know 
Sister Norma Jean Pruitt. I was able 
to be a part of 
the giving when 
Bishop Pruitt left 
Earth for Heaven. 

With the passing of Bishop Ste-
phen E. Smith and the business 
acts of 110th General Assembly, I 

am honored to 
have the task 
of boosting the 
Benevolence Fund for Sister Vicki 
LeAnnette (Wilda) Smith. She, 
like the beautiful and godly wives 
before her, has served The Church 
of God with a life of sacrifice and 
dedication. If you would like to con-

tribute to the Benevolence Fund, you may chose to 
mail it to The Church of God P.O. Box 450, Charles-
ton, TN 37310 marked Benevolence Fund. 

 May the spirit of ABM grip all our hearts as we 
strive to be a blessing to the ministry of The Church 
of God and to one another as brothers and sisters. 

Anniston, AL
Long Lane, England

Jacksonville, FL
Elizabeth, IN

Flathead Valley, MT
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Could This Be The Year?

“And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; 
that where I am, there ye may 
be also” (John 14:3).

Jesus was preparing the 
early Church concerning His as-
cension to heaven, something 
they did not want to hear. They 
loved living in His presence, seeing the love and com-
passion He had for those in need, and the wonderful 
miracles He performed. In time, as they received the 
Holy Ghost and worked in obedience to the commis-
sion given to them, they took comfort in His words, “I 
will come again.” Saints from all ages have been en-
couraged with this hope of seeing the eastern skies 
open and Jesus standing with outstretched arms, bid-
ding His bride to come and ever be at His side.

Now we are the generation looking and longing 
for the rapture. We must be aware of the spiritual 
danger all about us—false doctrines and deceiving 
spirits. His bride cannot live in the pleasures of sin 
and worldly lifestyles. There must be, and will be, a 

Betty Bishop, General WMB Coordinator

people who have heard the call 
and obeyed. “Wherefore come 
out from among them, and be 
ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing; and 
I will receive you” (2 Cor. 6:17). 
“Follow peace with all men, and 
holiness, without which no man 
shall see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). 

“Having therefore these promises, 
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthi-
ness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 
fear of God” (2 Cor. 7:1). 

Perfecting holiness in the fear of God—this is a per-
sonal battle and must be won through prayer, where 
you can be fully dedicated to God and be completely 
separated from the world. He is coming and the bride 
must reflect the character of the bridegroom. Let me 
encourage us that this will happen because of prayer 
and obedience to His Word. Get the praying meet-
ings going, not prayer meetings where you have a 
short devotion, refreshments, and a lot of talking, but a 
gathering just for prayer. The result will be, we will be 
RAPTURE READY when He comes.

Sunday School
Robert F. Strong, Sr.
General Coordinator

LABOUR NOW, REST LATER
“There remaineth therefore a rest to the people 

of God. For he that is entered into his rest, he also 
hath ceased from his own works, as God did from 
his. Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, 
lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief” 
(Heb. 4:9-11). As we are near the beginning of this 
new year, we are reminded that time is fleeting and 
we must work while it is day. Now is not the time for 
the children of God to rest. We must be determined 
to complete the mission Christ has 
left for us to accomplish. Everyday 
life events can crowd our lives and 
cause us to not focus on Christ’s 
Great Commission of taking the 
gospel into all the world. Being fully 
equipped spiritually is necessary. 
We should strive to assemble each 
Sunday for Sunday School. The les-
sons and inspired teachers can help 
us be the witnesses Christ expects 
us to be. 

Our day of rest is before us. We 
must strive now, working the works 
of Christ that we may truly be able to 
enter into His rest at our appointed 

time. With the hectic schedules we find our lives re-
quiring, it may be necessary for us be willing to make 
the adjustments needed to be able to get to church in 
time for Sunday School. 

“For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh 
reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall 
of the Spirit reap life everlasting. And let us not be 
weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, 
if we faint not” (Gal. 6:8, 9). We need to sow our spiri-

tual seed while it is day that when 
we have finished our course we can 
rest with Christ and receive life ev-
erlasting. We cannot let the cares of 
this life cause us to grow weary in 
spiritual well doing. 

The majority of the year is still 
before us, therefore, if God permits 
us to have health and strength it 
is for the purpose of laboring now 
as witnesses of the gospel that we 
may rest later. Do not take Sunday 
School for granted and look upon it 
as an optional time of worship, it is a 
necessity for faithfulness as a mem-
ber of The Church of God. 
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The following excerpts were selected from Brother Doran’s message preached at the 
102nd General Assembly  (2007 A.M., pp. 20-27). Please see this reference for notes of the entire message. 

The Pharisees confronted Je-
sus to set a trap for Him. This 

trap was Deuteronomy 24:1-4. You 
see, there were two different teach-
ings in regard to what is stated in 
these four verses. Moses provided 
a very specific scenario. The school 
of Shamai interpreted it to mean that 
Moses had allowed divorcement for 
unchastity. There was another called 
the school of Hillel. They were both 
very prominent schools among the 
Jews. Hillel interpreted it to mean 
that Moses allowed divorcement 
for anything that was displeasing to 
the husband. If the wife burned the 
toast, “Hey, you know there is some-
one out there who won’t. [You] might 
as well get rid of her and get you a 
good wife.” So it was almost like the 
Pharisees set Jesus up and said, 
“Who are you going to side with? Are 
you going to go along with Shamai 
or Hillel?” 

Now, I’m going to refer momen-
tarily to Deuteronomy 24:1-4. I’m 
not going to get into it very deeply, 
but I want to make it very plain that 
it was a specific civil case law that 
was given—by the very confirmation 
of Jesus—to a very hardhearted He-
brew nation that had already begun 
to adopt the ways of the heathen na-
tions and were not content to abide 
in God’s perfect plan, either for mar-
riage or for the nation as a whole. 

I want to give an example of the 
kind of case law that we are talk-
ing about in Deuteronomy 24… The 
case outlined in Deuteronomy 17 is 
a concession for hardhearted people 
and not the plan of God. In Deuter-
onomy 24:1-4, Moses assigned a 
specific handling or treatment of a 
specific set of circumstances that 
is clearly indicated by the Hebrew 
word, “ervah”… I want to make it 
plain that the argument that has 

been going on for thousands of 
years now—really, if you think about 
it—it ought to seem pretty ridiculous, 
because Moses never assigned re-
marriage as an option when adultery 
occurred. Does anyone here know 
what Moses assigned to be done 
when adultery occurred? Both par-
ties were to be stoned. Death was 
the only thing that Moses prescribed 
as a treatment when adultery oc-
curred in a marriage. So why do we 
think this passage refers to adultery?

What I will say—just in case any-
one is thinking, “Well, maybe they 
changed how they dealt with adultery 
over the years”—just so you know 
that what Moses had prescribed was 
still in play, just remember that the 
Pharisees had already dragged a 
woman out of her home, in John 8:3-
11. They brought her to Jesus and 
said, “This woman has been caught 
in the act of adultery.” And you know 
what happened after that. It was not 
divorce, and it was certainly not re-
marriage. It is clear that the law still 
demanded that she be stoned.

 There are still hardhearted peo-
ple today who will [improperly] use 
Deuteronomy 24:1-4…and Jeremiah 
3:1, to justify divorce. Deuteronomy 
24—the first husband referred to in 
this scenario is referred to as “baal,” 
not the false god, but the word itself 
meaning “lord.” He is referred to as 
“lord” in the first verse, even until the 
very end of the scenario. Even after 
the second marriage has occurred, 
the first husband is still referred to 
as her “lord”—whereas the second 
husband, in every instance, is sim-
ply referred to as “ish,” which is a 
simple legal term used to denote that 
a formal, legal ceremony has taken 
place. Her first husband remains her 
“lord.” He was her husband. Every 
single one of the scriptures people 

use to argue and justify divorce and 
remarriage, when you get into them, 
prove the exact opposite. God never 
recognizes divorce! Deuteronomy 
24:1-4 was a trap in Jesus’ time and, 
if we allow it, it will be a trap for us 
today. I say let’s learn what Jesus 
was trying to teach the Pharisees in 
Mark 10. Do we really want to live 
under Deuteronomy case law? [The 
Church of God rightly divides the Bi-
ble and sees a continuity of doctrine 
throughout the Scripture]. 

I know that there is a lot of good, 
spiritual application to be gained in 
the book of Deuteronomy, but the 
second half covers a lot of case sce-
narios and case laws related to the 
Jewish people of that time. Let’s take 
a look at some of the case law that is 
dealt with in Deuteronomy. Deuter-
onomy refers to a man who rapes a 
virgin, that he is to be her husband 
for life. If we are going to take on part 
of it, we’re going to have to live by it 
all, right? How many of you, if a man 
broke into your house and raped 
one of your children, would want that 
man to be her companion for life? 
Do you think that’s the will of God? It 
was law in Deuteronomy. 

Here’s a good one—you know 
what Deuteronomy case law said? 
If you have a stubborn and rebel-
lious son, here’s what Moses says 
to do—this was law—you bring him 
before the gates of the city, before 
the congregation of the Lord, and 
you stone him and make him an 
example to the rest of the people of 
God. Now, how many of you have 
children that would not be living to-
day? Do we really want to go back 
under Deuteronomy case law? The 
fact of the matter was that Deuter-
onomy case law was not given unto 
the Gentiles. We need to understand 
that. The only record of Jesus ever 

Shamai or Hillel,
Jewish Case Law on Remarriage?

Jacob Doran
Albuquerque, NM
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addressing Deuteronomy 24 is twice in the gos-
pel of Matthew, which happened to be written to 
the Jews. Note the historical context! In those 
gospels which were written to the Gentiles, the 
gospels of Mark and Luke, the very same conver-
sation, the very same record, omits any reference 
to Deuteronomy 24:1-4. The controversy is never 
gotten into. Why do you think that was? Because 
the disciples knew exactly what Jesus was talk-
ing about, they knew exactly what He was saying, 
and—just to make sure—they asked Him about 
it when they got back to the house and Jesus 
explained it to them. Jesus wasn’t siding with 
Shamai; He wasn’t siding with Hillel. This is 
apparent because of the disciples’ reaction. After 
they heard what Jesus had to say and got an ex-
act answer about what was allowed—Jesus said, 
“Hey, if a man divorces his wife and marries an-
other, he commits adultery. If a woman divorces 
her husband and marries another, she’s an adul-
teress…” Matthew and Mark made it as plain as 
possible for those who had never heard Deuter-
onomy 24:1-4, that Jesus taught no exception for 
legitimate marriages. And the Apostle Paul, who 
is also called the apostle to the Gentiles, makes 
it even simpler to understand that Christ declared 
all remarriage, while a legitimate companion is liv-
ing, to be adultery.

Spiritual Marriages 
and Homes Through 

Family Worship
The Assembly recom-

mended and urged that 
families of all of the churches 
engage in the very sacred 
act and important service of 
family worship at least once 
a day at a time most conve-
nient to the household, and that the parents should 
see that every child is taught as early as possible to 
reverence God and their parents by listening quietly 
and attentively to the reading of God’s Word and get-
ting down on their knees during the prayer. The pas-
tors and deacons of each church were advised to use 
their influence and make special effort to encourage 
every family in the church to engage in this devotional 
exercise… (Book of Minutes, p. 17). Do you want a 
stronger, spiritual marriage and home? Daily reading 
of the Word of God and prayer will help fortify you, 
your spouse and your children in the faith and doc-
trine! Let’s revive the family altar.

Good Bible Counsel from the Advice to Members:
Younger members should not keep company or associate too closely with 

worldly outsiders. 
Because of the ever increasing number of broken homes, separations, 

divorces, and re-marriages, the greatest care should be taken with much 
prayer and consideration regarding proposed matrimony. 

A member who may have a living companion should not marry another 
under any circumstances, even if divorced. Neither should a member 
marry anyone who has a living companion although such a person may 
be divorced.

Never form too close an intimacy with the opposite sex even if they 
are brothers and sisters in the Lord. Give no place to the adversary. 
Abstain from the very appearance of evil.

Church History 
Questions & Answers

Q: Does the Church recognize common law 
marriage?
A: It is the understanding of this committee 
that the marriage covenant administered by 
the proper authority constitutes legal mar-
riage (57th Assembly Minutes, 1962, p. 136, QSC).

Couples that
PRAY

together
STAY

together
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Churches reporting 100% 
in CPMA memberships:

Did you know we’re only 
4 months away from BTI in 
Cleveland? It will be here be-
fore we know it. You certainly 
won’t want to miss this year’s 
session as we delve further into 
“Higher Heights & Deeper 
Depths.” Inspiring morning 
devotions, utilizing some of 
the student body as speakers 
and singers, get the day started off right during the two weeks 
of classes. Anointed teaching (along with spontaneous preach-
ing!) await your classroom attendance. Sanctified fellowship 
is always a plus, as we gather together between classes and 
during the lunch break. Weekend services are definitely a 
highlight of the BTI experience. It’s all there—just waiting 
for YOU! Even if you’ve already attended Terms 1 – 3, as well 
as the Leadership Pastoral Development class, it’s time for a 
refresher, isn’t it? Make plans to attend May 29-June 11, 2016. 
Go ahead and fill out the application and send it in today!

You’ll be glad you did!

Ray D. Dupre
General BTI Director

 If you would like a 
stronger marriage, or if 
you are a young couple 
praying about marriage, 
please read: Compatibil-
ity—A Christian Marital 
Perspective by our for-
mer General Overseer, 
Bishop Robert Pruitt. 
The book is currently 
available from Gen-
eral Headquarters for 
$4.50. 

 
For additional read-

ing on the 29th Important Bible Truth, please 
visit your local church tract display and look 
for these titles: For Better For Worse, The 
Divorce and Remarriage Evil, and We Hold 
These Truths. 

lThe Light
of the World

Melvin Byers, Jr., General CPMA Coord.

CANADA
Bible Training 

Institute
Leadership Pastoral Development 

June 19- 22, 2016
Vernon, British Columbia

We invite those who are close enough 
to come and be part of this school. 
Contact: 
Herman Ard—btimissionman@yahoo.com

Heath O'Toole—heathotoole@live.com

Anniston, AL
Long Lane, England

Jacksonville, FL
Elizabeth, IN
Dexter, MO

Flathead Valley, MT
Wallace, NC
Ford City, PA

Blacksburg, VA

An example of 
a godly mar-

riage, this picture 
was taken on 
the day that 

A. J. Tomlinson &
 Mary Jane Taylor 

were united in 
holy matrimony, 
April 24, 1889.

A photocopy of
their marriage

certificate
is shown
at right.
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BTI Application for Admission           May 29 - June 11, 2016
 The Church of God
 P.O. Box 450
 Charleston, TN   37310-0450
    (Applications received by May 13, 2016, will receive a $15 discount!)

Name

Address
                       
       Phone (       )               Age                            
   City   State  Zip
Cell Phone # (       )          e-mail                 Date of Birth      /     /

(Student must be 16 years of age by enrollment date to attend.)

Name and address of nearest relative (in the event of emergency):

        Phone (       )

(NOTE:  Check the boxes that apply to you)
Male          Female           Married          Single          Divorced             Widowed 
Are you converted?              Sanctified?              Have the Holy Ghost?
Are you a member of The Church of God?            Where?
For what special work are you preparing?
If a leader, what position do you hold?
If a minister, what license do you hold?
If a minister, what position do you hold?
If in the ministry, in which local church are you presently working?
What type of training have you had for these positions?
Are you physically able to climb stairs to a 2nd floor classroom?
Education:  Elementary School            years,  High School             years, College             years

(No certain amount of education is required — you should be able to read and write.)

Which term will you attend?   First             Second          Third           LPD  
 
In order to provide your graduation gown, 3rd Term students please list your height:        

1st – 3rd Terms
Tuition & Textbook - $60

LPD 
Tuition & Textbook - $75

I hereby pledge myself to be loyal to all the rules as       
outlined by Bible Training Institute. I understand BTI is 
an official function of The Church of God and I agree to 
dress appropriately and according to the standards out-
lined in the Advice to Members. (Women are expected to 
wear skirts/dresses loose enough and long enough to sat-
isfy modesty.) I also agree to adhere to the curfew as pre-
scribed by the Dean and Director.
Applicant’s Signature:

(NOTE:  All students are respon-
sible for their own transportation, 
food, and lodging.)

BiBle
   Training
       insTiTuTe

Committed to 
Sound Doctrine
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Stephen E. Smith—
(Evening Light, March 1998, p. 14)

Marriage is for life. God never 
intended that there should be di-
vorce at all. Even though Moses 
permitted it under the law, Jesus 
said that from the beginning (when God Himself 
instituted marriage) it was not so. God, in His 
righteousness, created marriage. Man in his sin-
fulness, invented divorce. Jesus, the Word of God 
made flesh, says concerning marriage, "let not 
man put asunder" (Matt. 19:6). Nothing could 
be easier to understand. Man has no authority 
to grant divorces. Only God has the authority to 
end a marriage, and He does so only by death 
of one of the marriage companions. "Know ye 
not, brethren, (for I speak to them that know 
the law,) how that the law hath dominion over a 
man as long as he liveth? For the woman which 
hath an husband is bound by the law to her hus-
band so long as he liveth; but if the husband be 
dead, she is loosed from the law of her husband" 
(Rom. 7: 1, 2). Death alone has the power to dis-
solve a biblically lawful marriage.

A. J. Tomlinson—
(A. J. Tomlinson by Lillie Duggar, 

p.56)

Now Paul at 1 Corinthians 
7:2, in giving special instructions 
says, "Nevertheless, to avoid for-

nication, let every man have his OWN wife, and 
let every woman have her OWN  husband." The 
thought here is not that it is necessary for every 
man to have a wife, or every woman to have a 
husband, in order to avoid fornication, but that 
each one shall have their own and not the hus-
band or wife of another. This is made clear far-
ther down the chapter…This analogy is so plain 
that it cannot be questioned by an unbiased and 
unprejudiced mind.

M. A. Tomlinson—
(WWM –February 12, 1983, p.3)

“...What therefore God hath 
joined together, let not man put 
asunder” (Matt. 19:6). The Scrip-
tures teach quite clearly that when a man and a 
woman who are eligible according to God’s laws 
to marry are joined together in marriage they be-
come one flesh. This is a mystery to the mind of 
man, but God’s Word declares it to be so… We 
live in a time when the institution of marriage is 
regarded very lightly by a wicked and adulterous 
generation. To defend it’s scriptural sacredness 
puts one more and more in the minority. But, 
The Church of God has a solemn responsibility 
for maintaining faithfulness to the Word of God. 
Throughout the years while other Christian orga-
nizations have wavered concerning this biblical 
teaching the Church has remained steadfast in its 
teaching against the divorce and remarriage evil. 

Robert J. Pruitt—
(Compatability, excerpts pp. 5-8)

Love should never diminish 
during marriage. True, it takes 
different aspects and different 
dimensions as time goes on, but 
it should never, never diminish. There has to be 
a reason why so many marriages fail… What 
strange thing happens after the vow is taken that 
destroys that desire for one another that was so 
strong in courtship? Why is it that a courtship may 
continue for years, and the relationship not be 
substantially altered, but soon after the couple is 
married that glow of romance dims and the rela-
tionship begins to grow into a detachment… This 
is not true of all marriages, of course.  There are 
many strong ones that will last a lifetime and nev-
er lose their vitality, but the fact that separation 
and divorce are bringing an end to more than 
half the marriages taking place is enough reason 
to give some real serious consideration to why it 
is happening.  Incompatibility arises as a result of 
something that did not appear in courtship, or it 
was ignored as insignificant in the whole process 
of marriage considerations.  So when the physi-
cal attraction of marriage begins to give way to 
the more rational aspects, the things that result 
in incompatibility take over; [disagreements and] 
marital problems begin… May it be clearly under-
stood that incompatibility is not a Bible reason 
for divorce…”

Former General Overseers Speak about

MARRIAGE
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Biblically Preparing 
for Marriage

Much is said in the Bible covering the 
topic of marriage including the roles that 
each spouse should play, the gift that a godly 
wife is to a husband, the need for intimacy 
and the importance of marriage to God. Also 
included are His deliberate instructions re-
garding what constitutes a biblical marriage 
and the inability, and sinfulness, for man to 
break that bond. We do well, as the Church, 
to recognize God’s heart regarding marriage 
and that He has placed the blueprint for a 
successful one right in His Word for us to 
read. Too often, however, we live and preach 
as if God has no requirements for how we 
prepare for marriage other than to keep ourselves sexually 
pure for our future spouse. It seems that most of the time 
we have attributed this to differences in culture and expec-
tations of society over the course of time but God did not 
make exemptions for anything else in His Word for culture 
and society. We should not assume that God has given no 
instructions for relationships before marriage when He 
cares so much about successful and proper marriage. 

God cares deeply for each one of us, having formed 
us with His own hands in our mother’s womb. It is His 
desire that we grow in an environment that will assist in 
keeping us closer and more faithful to Him all along. It 
is not His will that we engage in activities in our youth 
that will heap baggage into our hearts and affect our future 
marriage that is so important to Him. Whether our young 
people and their families use the term “dating” or “court-
ship” is no matter if biblical principles are not observed 
in our relationships. Paul’s instructions to Timothy as he 
closed his first book to him include the phrase “keep thy-
self pure” (5:22). With this in mind we realize that it is 
the responsibility of each individual to keep themselves 
before the Lord no matter what others do. God has placed 
the government of the Church and our families in our lives 
to assist us in this endeavor and it is imperative that we 
follow the guidelines of these governments in our efforts 
to be pleasing to Him. It is the responsibility of these gov-
ernments to give us holy guidelines to follow and build 
upon, that we may be obedient to this Scripture. In this 
spirit the Church puts forth these guidelines, “Younger 
members should not keep company or associate too inti-
mately with worldly outsiders… the greatest care should 
be taken with much prayer and consideration regarding 
proposed matrimony… Never form too close an intimacy 
with the opposite sex even if they are brothers and sisters 
in the Lord. Give no place to the adversary. Abstain from 
the very appearance of evil.” 

Through the Gates

Victory Leaders Band 2015-2016
Dustin Hays, General Coordinator

We may be tempted to adopt a 
way of preparing for marriage that 
mirrors the world’s methods. This 
leaves our young people exposed 
to unnecessary temptations that are 
too overwhelming for them to over-
come and that God never intended 
for them to experience. Some may 
say this position does not give our 
young people enough credit for their 
spirituality but these should consider 
it as an effort to help them to main-
tain and strengthen their walk with 
the Lord. Was Paul discrediting the 
spirituality of young Timothy when 
he said, “Flee also youthful lusts” (2 
Tim. 2:22)? He certainly was not, he 
had great faith in Timothy and in his 
relationship with the Lord but he was 

giving him instruction for his protection. Paul followed 
this instruction by saying, “but follow righteousness, faith, 
charity, peace.” He gave Timothy something to run to, not 
merely something to run away from. One of the greatest 
keys to our young people preparing for a biblical marriage 
is to spend the years of their lives before marriage running 
toward the Lord and trying to please Him—not pursuing 
other people and other things. 

Another thing that we must consider is that there are 
instructions in the Bible given to those who are single in 
regard to how they should interact with others. Again, Paul 
instructed Timothy, “intreat… the younger [women] as 
sisters, with all purity” (1 Tim. 5:1, 2). Paul’s instructions 
to this young man was to treat young women like they 
were his sisters, and even that interaction Paul instructed 
must be completely pure. Too many of our young people 
have fallen because they have not heeded this biblical pre-
cept in their pre-marriage relationships. Also Paul wrote 
to the Corinthians instructing them, “It is good for a man 
not to touch a woman” (1 Cor. 7:1). We can all agree that 
Paul was not speaking in regard to the marriage relation-
ship for he went on to discuss the great physical freedom 
and responsibility spouses have to and with one another. 
Since he was not speaking to those who were married, this 
statement is directed toward those who were not married, 
or at least not married to one another. 

What does all of this mean? First of all, it means God 
definitely has a plan for everyone regarding how they con-
duct themselves in preparation for marriage, and that plan 
includes instructions that will help to keep anyone who is 
obedient to them completely pure. It also means we have 
a biblical basis with which to guide our young people into 
a relationship before marriage that will be pleasing to the 
Lord. If we search the Scripture we can find God’s plan 
for pre-marriage relationships that will please Him while 
keeping us pure in His eyes. 



The Evening Light February 201614

May this special “Biblical Marriage Edition” of The 
Evening Light be a keepsake and resource to our 

membership as we hold dear this inspired doctrine and 
continue to herald its message to our World. Truly this 
teaching from the Word of God has been settled in heav-
en and is unopen for reevaluation or compromise!

The state of society is waxing worse, more wicked 
and perverse with every passing moment, but with this 
comes a challenge to The Church of God to stand firm 
in the doctrine and faith of our Lord. “Know ye not that 
the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be 
not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul-
terers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with 
mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the 
kingdom of God” (1 Cor. 6:9, 10). “Whoso-
ever is born of God doth not commit sin; for 
his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot 
sin...” (1 John 3:9).

Our 29th Important Bible Truth of the 
Church reads: “Divorce and remarriage 
constitutes the sin of adultery. The only 
allowable causes for remarriage are for-
nication and death. However, fornication is 
not unfaithfulness or simple adultery, but is a 
state of being married to another’s wife or husband. 
See Matthew 5:32, 14:3, 19:3-12; Mark 10:12; Luke 
16:18; Romans 7:2,3; 1 Corinthians 5:1-5, 13; 6:9, 13, 
16-18; 7:2, 10, 11; Acts 15:28, 29; Revelation 2:20-22.”

The Word of God is clear on the divorce and remar-
riage issue. We cannot be deceived by the popular ear 
tickling “theology” of our day. The Bible records John the 
Baptist preaching to Herod about the subject of divorce 
and remarriage in Matthew 14:3, 4. John said, “It is not 
lawful for thee to have her… [your] brother Philip’s wife” 
(v. 4). Philip had divorced his wife Herodias and Herod 
had taken her to be his wife. We see Herod’s response, 
and the ending result of his message was that John lost 
his head. He didn’t die in vain, nor has God changed 
his mind on this doctrine. John the Baptist preached 
the truth and died because he would not compromise. 
It should build our faith and resolve to know that we are 
lifting up that same message and standard today!

With the world’s promotion of lust and self, and with 
the breakdown of society and morals, marital unfaithful-
ness has been an escalating problem which continues to 
intensify. Scripture states that even if a man be married 
to a harlot, the most unfaithful of women, he is still bound 

to her in a one-flesh relationship for life. “What? know ye 
not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? for 
two, saith he, shall be one flesh” (1 Cor. 6:16). The Word 
of God has further instructions for us concerning mar-
riage. “And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the 
Lord, Let not the wife depart from her husband: But and if 
she depart, let her remain unmarried, or be reconciled to 
her husband: and let not the husband put away his wife” 
(1 Cor. 7:10, 11). So the Bible clearly teaches that we are 
not to depart or put away our spouse. If she/he departs, 
they are to remain unmarried or seek to be reconciled 
unto each other. The Bible goes on to define the sin you 
commit if one does marry another. “Whosoever putteth 
away his wife, and marrieth another, committeth adul-
tery: and whosoever marrieth her that is put away from 
her husband committeth adultery” (Luke 16:18). “And if 
a woman shall put away her husband, and be married to 
another, she committeth adultery” (Mark 10:12). 

As our former General Overseer, Brother Pruitt stat-
ed, “Death is the only act which frees one from that di-
vine bond” (WWM, May 14, 1977). The Scripture says in 
Romans 7:2, “For the woman which hath an husband is 

bound by the law to her husband 
so long as he liveth; but if the 

husband be dead, she 
is loosed from the law 
of her husband.” So 
then we are bound to 
our husband or wife 
as long as he or she 

lives, which is in har-
mony with the marriage 

covenant. The Bible goes 
on to say, “The wife is bound 

by the law as long as her husband 
liveth; but if her husband be dead, she is at liberty to be 
married to whom she will; only in the Lord” (1 Cor. 7:39). 

In addition to the above, “saving for the cause of for-
nication” is also well defined in Scripture. We know that 
fornication is not martial unfaithfulness or adultery be-
cause the Scriptures already cited said that even if one 
be joined unto a harlot they are still one flesh. Jesus also 
said in Matthew 5:27, 28, “Ye have heard that it was said 
by them of old time, Thou shalt not commit adultery: But 
I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to 
lust after her hath committed adultery with her already 
in his heart.”  Also, the aforementioned scriptures clear-
ly state that if one leaves his biblical spouse and then 
marries another it is adultery. So then, unfaithfulness or 
sexual lust is not fornication, but adultery. Many want or 
try to create a loophole to get out of a bad or failed mar-
riage, and they fabricate a twisted definition of fornica-
tion to attempt this. Scripture says, “But I say unto you, 
That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving for the 
cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and 
whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth 
adultery” (Matt. 5:32). Paul clarified the term fornica-
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tion in 1 Corinthians 7:2 when he said, “Nevertheless, 
to avoid fornication, let every man have his own wife, 
and let every woman have her own husband.” Have your 
own, not someone else’s! If one who has never been 
married before, marries a divorced person, then they 
have joined themselves unto a spouse that belongs to 
someone else (as the divorced individual is still one flesh 
with their first marriage companion). This marriage is not 
recognized by God because it says very plainly that we 
are to have “our own” husband or wife! The fornicator 
under these circumstances must leave that sinful rela-
tionship and should they choose to, marry someone who 
has not been married before, thus “except for the cause 
of fornication.” (In this example: the one never married 
before is the fornicator and the one who is married is an 
adulterer, as defined in previous scriptures.) 

Jesus was questioned by the Pharisees about the 
doctrine of divorce and remarriage. They said that Mo-
ses had issued divorces. Jesus explained that no man 
had the authority to dissolve the martial union. He said 
in Matthew 19:6 that, “What therefore God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder.” And 
Jesus said, “Moses because of the 
hardness of your hearts suffered you 
to put away your wives: but from the 
beginning it was not so” (Matt. 19:8). 
Moses did this because of the hard-
ness of the people’s hearts toward God 
but Jesus said that from the beginning 
it was not so! So what then was the 
beginning of the marriage relationship 
as established by God? In the creation, 
Adam said, “This is now bone of my 
bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall 
be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 
Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, 
and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one 
flesh” (Gen. 2:23, 24). This is how God intended it from 
the beginning—one man for one woman, for life—and 
God has that person specially made for you. Men and 
their wicked ways have sought to pervert marriage and 
God’s divine institution. Perversion has not stopped 

there in our world, but has grown exceedingly sinful with 
their acceptance and embracement of adulterous rela-
tionships, homosexuality and other non-biblical unions 
or “live in” cohabitations. 

There are simply no loopholes, as men have tried to 
create, seeking a way out of a failing marriage instead 
of investing and working on a marriage to help it suc-
ceed. “... Behold, thou art but a dead man, for the wom-
an which thou hast taken; for she is a man's wife” (Gen. 
20:3). We live in a society that, when things aren’t easy, 
people give up or when something gets broken they 
throw it away instead of fixing it. In light of the Scriptures, 
this mentality cannot apply to marriage. If a marriage 
has failed, we should pray for our spouse and attempt 
to reconcile with him/her as clearly stated in 1 Cor. 7:10, 
11, and if we are separated we are not to marry another 
person. Perhaps the greater emphasis should be made 
even before the “I do’s” as our “Advice to Members” re-
lates, or within the early junctures of a marriage to work 
on things before they get to this point. At whatever stage, 
let us be reminded of the clear commands in the Word of 

God, knowing that the excuses that man at-
tempts to fabricate will only lead to physical, 
spiritual and eternal destruction. God is able 

to “unscramble” what sinful choices 
a person has made to scram-
ble their own lives. He does 
have compassion and love for 
people’s feelings, their loneli-
ness and hurt and has given 

much strength to those facing such 
circumstances. He can restore mar-
riages and save families and make 
it a beautiful testimony of His power 

when we seek to do things His way. The Word of God 
does not change for us (one's temporary happiness is 
not more important than the Bible or eternity), we must 
change and conform to the Word or face its consequenc-
es. One who is forgiven from sin becomes a new crea-
ture in Christ—bearing fruit and keeping His command-
ments. Of sin, including adultery, the Word declares that 
they will not “live any longer therein” (Rom. 6:2).         & 

Death is the 
only act

 which frees one 
from that 

divine bond
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Marriage begins with a wedding, 
Where two people promise “to have and to hold, 

To love  and to cherish” come what may... 

The comfort in a marriage comes from caring 
for one another, and showing it each day…

 The happiness in marriage comes from 
knowing that the love you  share 

Will grow ever stronger as you go through life together.

 The blessings of marriage are the fulfilment of your 
Cherished hopes and dreams as your lives unfold, 

And the realization of the meaning of 
That beautiful promise “To have and to hold…”

by Jon Bratton


