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The 111th Annual General Assembly of The Church of God will assemble August 23-
28, 2016. It will once again be held at Ridgecrest Conference Center, near Asheville, 
North Carolina. The first session will begin at 7:00 pm on Tuesday and, before we 
conclude, the service will be sealed with a season of prayer by all Assembly delegates. 

Fasting and Prayer Week for the General Assembly is set for August 8-14. We want 
this to be a week for special fasting and mighty prayers to ascend into the presence of 
God from all around the world for our Annual Assembly. Each member of the Body 
of Christ is asked, where possible, to select three days during this week and dedicate 
them to a complete fast, neither eating nor drinking during that time. It is crucial that 
we humble ourselves before the Lord in fasting and prayer in order to have His favor 
and direction for this General Assembly. Special Prayer Day is Sunday, August 14, and 
all pastors are asked to please have special prayer times in the morning and evening 
services in our local churches. 

International Youth Camp will be conducted August 19-22, at Lutheridge Conference 
Center near Asheville, North Carolina. Some of the leading young people from within 
the Church who have demonstrated their outstanding conduct and leadership abilities 
in their respective areas will have earned the privilege of attending three days of 
fellowship and training. State/National/Regional Overseers, remember to be at IYC. 
Your presence will bless and encourage the youth.  

Convention Season is upon us! We are expecting special Convention blessings. The 
Overseers cannot have Conventions by themselves. They will need the full support 
and cooperation of all the churches. The only acceptable government for The Church 
of God is that which is called Theocracy. Our Overseers bear the responsibility of 
making appointments of pastors and leaders in their respective areas of labor at this 
time of the year. God has chosen them for the work to which they have been assigned, 
and we need to join them in prayer for God’s wisdom and guidance.   

Make your reservations today for the
111th Annual General Assembly

at Ridgecrest Conference Center
Black Mountain, NC
Phone 1.800.588.7222
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I was in the country of Equatorial 
Guinea weeks ago when I was read-
ing in 2 Samuel. It was during this 

time of reading and meditation that 
this verse of Scripture caught my at-
tention: “And she had a garment of 
divers colours upon her: for with such 
robes were the king’s daughters that 
were virgins apparelled” (2 Sam. 13:18). 
As I meditated on these words I was 
blessed as different thoughts came to 
mind. Once back home, as my family 
and I traveled in our city, I shared with 
them the thoughts provoked by this 
passage of Scripture. I told them I had 
read something in the Bible that spoke 
of a king who ruled over a kingdom. 
In his kingdom, there were many sub-
jects, soldiers, and noblemen. In that 
kingdom lived children, mothers, and 
fathers; people of all ages—infants, 
adolescents, and adults. The king’s own 
children, his sons and daughters, were 
there and according to the Bible they 
wore special garments and robes that 
were beautifully arrayed signifying 
that they were the children of the king. 
There was something even more inter-
esting than just being recognized as a 
child of the king. By those garments 
and the colors that graced the robes, 
they were also identified as being pure!   

I encouraged my family by remind-
ing us that we too are children of the 
King—the King of kings and Lord of 
lords, Jesus Christ! As such, He has royal 
apparel and garments of salvation that 
will adorn us with grace, mercy, recti-
tude, judgment, virtue and righteous-
ness. Such are the robes and garments 
that make beautiful the King’s children 
in this earthly kingdom, and by them 
they are known among the nations. 

“But ye shall be named the Priests of 
the LORD: men shall call you the Minis-
ters of our God… And their seed shall 
be known among the Gentiles, and their 
offspring among the people: all that 
see them shall acknowledge them, that 
they are the seed which the LORD hath 
blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

Upholding the 26th Teaching
Oscar Pimentel, General Overseer

The Church of God

my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he 
hath clothed me with the garments of 
salvation, he hath covered me with the 
robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 
decketh himself with ornaments, and as 
a bride adorneth herself with her jewels. 
For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, 
and as the garden causeth the things 
that are sown in it to spring forth; so the 
Lord GOD will cause righteousness and 
praise to spring forth before all the na-
tions” (Isa. 61:6, 9-11).

Isaiah speaks of a priesthood of God. 
In the New Testament, we find the writ-
ings of the apostle Peter, “But ye are a 
chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 
an holy nation, a peculiar people; that 
ye should shew forth the praises of him 
who hath called you out of darkness into 
his marvellous light”  (1 Peter 2:9). Who 
is this royal priesthood of whom he 
speaks if not The Church of God? Every 
covenanted member of the Church is a 
priest unto God, and all of us together 
make up a royal and holy priesthood 
under Christ’s authority, who is our 
High Priest! Consider the honor and 
nobility that God has bestowed upon 
us when we see in the Old Testament 
that He referred to Israel as “a kingdom 
of priests” (Ex. 19:6), yet He refers to the 
Church as “a royal priesthood” (1 Peter 
2:9). Oh, what a privilege to be called 
ministers of God! Yet, what a responsi-
bility to show forth the praises of God 
and to live worthy of that vocation!

Isaiah continues to speak about 
the “seed” and “offspring” of these cov-
enanted people which shall be known 
among the Gentiles, and that they 
shall be acknowledged as those who 
are blessed of the Lord. An offspring is 
defined as: children of a particular par-
ent; descendant, the product or result 
of something. Galatians 3:26 speaks of 
us as being “the children of God by faith 
in Christ Jesus.” How are the “priests” 
and “ministers” of God identified? How 
are His “seed” and “offspring” identified? 
How is this “holy nation” identified? Is it 
not in a similar way to the king’s chil-

dren in 2 Samuel 13? Isaiah says some-
thing in verse 10 that I believe helps to 
answer the questions posed. He speaks 
of being clothed of God with garments 
of salvation and with the robe of righ-
teousness. What this means then is 
that God’s royal priesthood, His chil-
dren, His offspring, will be recognized 
as the King’s seed in this present world, 
in every nation, by His righteous spirit 
and attire of salvation that they are 
clothed with! 

The shine and glisten of fine dia-
monds, pearls, precious stones, puri-
fied silver and gold of this world do 
not compare to the honorable beauty 
of the inner works of a redeeming God, 
wrought in a regenerated and sancti-
fied heart and life! This inner work of 
a redeeming God does not simply stay 
on the inside of the one who is walking 
with God and has been in the presence 
of God, but it spills over to every facet 
of their lives.

Paul writes to Timothy exhorting 
both men and women that, pertain-
ing to adornment, they should be con-
cerned about the biblical adornment 
of godliness, honesty, love, joy, peace, 
long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance and 
righteousness—that which can be at-
tained in a person’s life through Christ. 

A man may achieve his lifelong 
dreams, have the best job and make 
big money. He may buy the nicest ties, 
cleanest shoes, high priced suits, flaunt 
exceptional things and drive the fanci-
est car in town; but if his life is tainted 
with sin, if he has bloodied hands, 
wrath and pride are in his heart. “For 
what is a man profited, if he shall gain 
the whole world, and lose his own soul?” 
(Matt. 16:26). What makes a man “find 
favour and good understanding in the 
sight of God and man”  (Prov. 3:4)? The 
Bible says it is holy and righteous liv-
ing! Before Paul directed his writings to 
the women regarding their adornment, 
he first speaks to the men saying, “I will 
therefore, that men pray every where, 



The Evening Light July 20164

lifting up holy hands, without wrath 
and doubting” (1 Tim. 2:8). Oh, for more 
men of prayer! Fathers who pray! Hus-
bands who pray! Sons who pray! Have 
you seen a man so precious as when 
he is found upon his knees in the pres-
ence of Almighty God, being molded 
and formed to His likeness and image? 
He comes up off of his knees and is no 
longer short tempered and of little pa-
tience! He stands upon his feet trans-
formed and is no longer rough and hard, 
but soft in speech and sensitive to the 
needs of his wife and children! He may 
not be the man the world wants to see, 
but he is the man whom God has called 
him to be! He may not have much, but 
he’s got God—so he’s got it ALL!    

When Moses came down from the 
mountain after spending many days 
with God it is said that, “the skin of his 
face shone” (Ex. 34:29). We find in Scrip-
ture the description of another godly 
man’s countenance as the world gazed 
upon him. It was Stephen’s face de-
scribed as “the face of an angel” (Acts 
6:15). They needed no face embellish-
ment, no jewels, ornaments or decora-
tions! They needed no man-made en-
hancements because God’s existence 
in their lives graced their countenance 
and beautified their appearance! 

In today’s society, jewelry—neck-
laces, bracelets, rings, earrings, etc.—is 
not limited to women only, but is also 
common among men. People today ar-
ray themselves with all manner of cost-
ly things. While they concern them-
selves with the external or outward 
adornment, they have forgotten about 
that which is important and esteemed 
in the eyes of our Creator.

In the eyes of God, a man of clean 
hands and a pure heart, who has not 
lifted his soul unto vanity, nor sown de-
ceitfully, is a beautiful thing! (Psa. 24:3-
5). A man of honest conversation, full 
of good works and faith, submissive to 
those in authority, who fears God, will-
ing to endure grief and suffer wrong-
fully with all patience, and who does 
not sin, is one who has given greater 
regard to the permanent ornaments 
that garnish the inner man. (See 1 Pe-
ter 2:12-23).

“In like manner also, that women 
adorn themselves… not with broided 

hair hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly ar-
ray; But (which becometh women pro-
fessing godliness) with good works” (1 
Tim. 2:9, 10). “Whose adorning let it 
not be that outward adorning of plait-
ing the hair, and of wearing of gold, or 
of putting on of apparel; But let it be the 
hidden man of the heart, in that which 
is not corruptible, even the ornament of 
a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the 
sight of God of great price” (1 Peter 3:3, 
4). In these scriptures, the main topic is 
adornment. We read that both Paul and 
Peter warn against the saints of God 
adorning themselves and wearing gold 
for decorations. You might find it hard 
to believe, but one of the main reasons 
people wear gold, pearls and costly 
array is to adorn themselves. What is 
glamorous and alluring, and even nec-
essary to the world, is not so to God. 
God has no interest in all the fancy, 
external decorations of this world with 
which men and women laden them-
selves. What does He take pleasure in? 
Here is the answer, “For the Lord taketh 
pleasure in his people: he will beautify the 
meek with salvation” (Psa. 149:4).

The Bible gives priority to “an or-
nament of grace unto thy head” (Prov. 
1:9). It gives emphasis to “an ornament 
of grace: a crown of glory” (Prov. 4:9). It 
speaks of being crowned “with loving-
kindness and tender mercies” (Psa. 103:4). 
It tells of “gold, and a multitude of rubies: 
but the lips of knowledge are a precious 
jewel” (Prov. 20:15). Would you agree 
that if anyone knows the true value of 
things it is God? If your answer is in the 
affirmative, then should we not accept 
without any question His counsel of not 
adorning ourselves with “corruptible 
things, as silver and gold” (1 Peter 1:18), 
but rather, that highly recommended, 
incorruptible and acceptable adorn-
ment of a meek and quiet spirit which 
is of a great price in the eyes of God?

This is not intended to be a mes-
sage on abhorrence of gold, silver or 
precious stones. There is nothing sinful 
in and of themselves. These are mate-
rials that God Himself placed on this 
earth and that have their purpose. Sin 
is found in the pride, lust and vain uses 
that mankind makes of these things. 
All too often, people wear their jewelry 
as an identification symbol or a status 

symbol that others might take notice 
of it. Does this not sound like vanity 
and pride at work in people’s hearts? 
It would do us well to remember that 
the pride of life and the lust of the flesh 
and lust of the eyes are condemned by 
the Father above. Isn’t it true that van-
ity and pride have no room in the life of 
a child of God? The Bible tells us these 
things are of this world and that “the 
world passeth away, and the lust thereof: 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth 
for ever” (1 John 2:17). 

When a man or a woman’s body 
has been laid to rest, I’ve yet to hear 
anybody say, “He always had on the 
purest gold.” “At all times she wore the 
greatest looking bracelets.” “His neck-
lace sparkled bright and shiny every 
time you ran into him,” and so on. Those 
temporal and earthly things will all 
have passed and be of no real impor-
tance! The beauty and attractiveness of 
a person is ultimately judged by the life 
they lived. Their character and conduct, 
how they carried themselves, what 
they stood for and what they stood 
upon while in life will define them. The 
saints at Antioch were called Christians, 
not because of some golden ring, sil-
ver badge or external adornment they 
wore, but because of the lives they 
lived that reflected Jesus Christ! Oh, 
what a difference when people speak 
of the righteous works of that man or 
woman, or of the great things they did 
in God! What a powerful testimony to 
the beauty of God’s salvation when 
they say that young and old people 
alike were attracted to that person’s 
godly countenance and upright spirit! 

When we “Love not the world, nei-
ther the things that are in the world” (1 
John 2:15), we will always long to be 
absolutely different in desire and prac-
tice from the world! Read this testimo-
ny found in J. E. Elliott’s book, Jewelry 
and the Child of God: 

“Near the turn of the [20th] cen-
tury, an event of interest occurred in 
India. Amy Carmichael, missionary 
to India, tells in her book Gold Cord 
how the ladies in the Dohnavur Fel-
lowship were led of God to stop 
wearing jewels. It all began to mate-
rialize when a minister called Walker 
of Tinnevelly said to his wife: ‘Give 
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me your jewels. What does a win-
ner of souls want with jewels?’ On 
the evening of the previous to this 
incident, another lady named Pon-
namal had overheard a small girl re-
mark, ‘When I grow up, I am going to 
join that band and wear jewels like 
that sister.’ Ponnamal was disturbed 
by the girl’s statement for she want-
ed her life to be a reflection of Christ. 
Upon seeking God concerning the 
‘jewel question,’ Ponnamal’s answer 
from God was Isaiah 62:3, “Thou [not 
something else] shalt also be a crown 
of glory in the hand of the LORD, and 
a royal diadem in the hand of thy God.’ 
The answer was very clear to Pon-
namal. She was to present herself 
[not her jeweled self ] in a plain, un-
adorned, manner to her Lord. Thus, 
she removed and left off her jewels. 
Amy wrote of her: When it came time 
for her to die, Ponnamal confessed, 
‘The laying aside of my jewels was to 
me a new emancipation... I could not 
have done this new work [for God] if 
it had not been for the new courage 
that came with that break with cus-
tom and from bondage to the fear 
of man.’ Later, a young lady named 
Star felt the need to remove her jew-
els. Her father warned her, ‘If I hear 
that you have taken off your jewels, 
I will come for you.’ The threat of her 
father did not hinder Star from en-
deavoring to wholly follow her Lord. 
She removed her jewels and her fa-
ther did not harm her. Amy said of 
Star: It was a tremendous decision 
that she made at the foot of the 
cross that day, but nothing anyone 
could say could shake her. She had 
seen her Beloved, her Redeemer. On 
His brow was a crown not of gold, 
but of thorns, His hands and His feet 
were not jeweled, but pierced. She 
had seen Him. Could she follow Him 
adorned with gold? The things that 
Amy Carmichael wrote of occurred 
a few years before the Arise, Shine 
of the Church. That which God re-
quired then, is still required today. 
God never changes! The Church is 
right in its stand ‘Against Wearing 
Gold for Ornament.’” 

What of you, dear saint of God? 
Have you been tempted to try to sub-

stitute God’s beauty with secondary 
things of this world? Those of us who 
are covenanted members of God’s 
Church sincerely promised in the pres-
ence of God and witnesses to accept 
the Bible as the Word of God, the New 
Testament as our only rule of faith—to 
believe and practice its teachings right-
ly divided. The 26th of our Prominent 29 
Teachings—“Against members wear-
ing gold for ornament, or decora-
tion such as finger rings, bracelets, 
earrings, lockets, etc.”, is perhaps one 
of the most controversial teachings to 
the Christian world. The Church of God 
understands the Bible is not silent on 
this subject and the scriptures men-
tioned throughout this article are only 
a few of the many that substantiate the 
Church’s stand on this adornment is-
sue. One look around the mainstream 
denominations and so-called Pente-
costal organizations will demonstrate 
that they have no restrictions whatso-
ever regarding jewelry. We may very 
well stand alone on this issue today!

 “The Church of God believes that 
the Bible has sufficient information to 
govern all occasions that might arise. In 
the Book there are sufficient laws and 
rules, either in statute, type or prophe-
cy, or principle… to govern the Church 
without making new ones” (History 
and Polity; Stone). Open up your Bible, 
dear reader, and see the types and 
shadows in the Old Testament that 
validate the Church’s position! Read of 
God’s displeasure with the “daughters 
of Zion” in Isaiah 3:16-26, due to their 
pride and arrogance. They were more 
interested in the flashy and crescent 
ornaments than the spiritual well-be-
ing of the hidden man of the heart. 

Read of Jacob in the Old Testament 
who was on his way to Bethel (House of 
God). “Then Jacob said unto his house-
hold, and to all that were with him, Put 
away the strange gods that are among 
you, and be clean, and change your 
garments: And let us arise, and go up 
to Bethel... And they gave unto Jacob all 
the strange gods which were in their 
hand, and all their earrings which 
were in their ears; and Jacob hid them 
under the oak which was by Shechem.” 
Please observe in this type and shad-
ow that neither Jacob nor his house-

hold would come to Bethel until they 
had removed “the strange gods” from 
among them and changed their gar-
ments. It speaks of the outward adorn-
ments they possessed at the time. Isn’t 
it interesting that these things were 
removed and then buried before they 
went into that place called the “House 
of God”? Ah, yes, The Church of God 
still requires that all prospective mem-
bers be clean and put aside (remove 
and bury) all their jewelry before they 
can become covenanted members of 
“the house of God, which is the church of 
the living God, the pillar and ground of 
the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15).

Again, I make mention of Psalm 
149:4, “For the Lord taketh pleasure in 
his people: he will beautify the meek with 
salvation,” and I draw your attention to 
Esther as she was brought to the palace 
under the custody of Hegai for beauty 
preparation before entering into the 
king’s house. She was given “things for 
purification,” but said “things” were “out 
of the king’s [own] house” (Esther 2:9). 
Esther brought nothing. She had noth-
ing. She required nothing and received 
nothing from anybody until arriving at 
the king’s palace where it was out of 
his house she was given those things 
that would be used to beautify her! 
So it is today when God calls us. When 
we are brought to Him we recognize 
He has everything we need for that 
beautification process. It comes out of 
His own treasure chest—royal apparel, 
garments of salvation, ornaments and 
chains of grace, a crown of glory, lov-
ingkindness and tender mercies. All 
of it is from His own supply! The King 
of glory provides that “washing of wa-
ter by the word” (Eph. 5:26) which can 
purge, purify, and beautify us in prepa-
ration to enter into the King’s house!                  

When I read, “And she had a garment 
of divers colors upon her: for with such 
robes were the king’s daughters that 
were virgins appareled” (2 Sam. 13:18), 
I think of every covenanted member of 
The Church of God, the Body of Christ, 
who will not be “arrayed in purple and 
scarlet colour, and decked with gold and 
precious stones and pearls” (Rev. 17:4), 
but rather “arrayed in fine linen, clean 
and white: for the fine linen is the righ-
teousness of saints” (Rev. 19:8).     &
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OBEDIENT TO 
HIS WORD
“Whose adorning let 

it not be that outward 
adorning of plaiting the 
hair, and of wearing of 
gold, or of putting on of 
apparel; But let it be the 

hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the orna-
ment of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great 
price” (1 Peter 3:3, 4).

As God’s children we should all love and obey the admonitions 
of His Word. Whatever God’s Word teaches us to do, or not to do, is 
what is best for us. “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16).

Was God playing a game with Adam when he said, “Of every tree 
of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eat-
est thereof thou shalt surely die” (Gen. 2:16, 17)? One only has to 
read the rest of this event to understand that God doesn’t play games. 
Our eternal destination is so important that we should be very serious 
about this. There is a spirit in the world that causes many to think they 
can design a plan to live by and at the end God will accept it, but this 
is not true at all. We often hear, “This is the way I feel about it,” when 
there is no scriptural foundation for their belief. It is plain to see that 
this is a game being played at the expense of one’s eternal destination. 
“There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof 
are the ways of death” (Prov. 16:25). Jesus said, “It is the spirit that 
quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto 
you, they are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63). Our spiritual life 
now and for all eternity comes as we obey His Word. 

God bless all our sisters of the Women’s Missionary Band! How 
precious is the spirit of working and giving to promote the Great 
Commission given to the Church by our Lord. We are happy with our 
God-given place in the Body and greatly desire to please Him.  

THE NATIONWIDE PRAYER MEETING CAMPAIGN IS MAKING PROGRESS
I have received a letter from one of our 

ministers who has held a total of 13 New 
Home Prayer meetings so far. Surely there 
is someone out there, some dear soul, whom 
you can reach out to, dear minister of God, 
and share the message of salvation through 
Jesus Christ and get them prayed through! 
One of these that this Church of God minister 
reached out to is now attending services in one of our 
local churches. This minister also was in a home visit 
with prayer where 1 adult and 5 children were present. 
Oh, that we could get out there and get the moms and 
dads and their precious children won to the Lord! Let’s 

go, Church o’ God ministers, and let’s get 
the job done! We have but little time! Jesus 
is coming soon!

General Overseer
Home Prayer Meetings reported this month:

 “Since we are in the perfecting age of the 
Church of God and there is a need of under-
standing what is expected of our member-
ship in regard to some of the teachings of the 
Church, we therefore recommend that our 
members recognize and obey the covenant 
they took when they were accepted into the 
Church in respect to the teachings of the 
Church of God as set forth by the General 
Assembly. We further recommend that this 
Assembly go on record as endorsing the in-
structions of our present General Overseer in 
regard to the teachings as follows: The Gen-
eral Overseer said to this Assembly that he 
is against wearing gold for ornament and jew-
elry of any kind. He stated, ‘We want to teach 
the same thing... When people wear gold, they 
don’t have enough salvation to shine, so they 
put on something else to shine. It is my desire 
for all our people to leave off all unnecessary 
ornaments. If you have salvation, you have 
enough beauty without wearing a wedding 
ring. We want to stick to the teachings.’” 

(39th AM, 1944, p. 106).  

Let our seriousness “shine before 
men,” not our dress. Let all who 

see us know that we are NOT OF 
THIS WORLD. Let our adorning 
be that which fadeth not away; 

even RIGHTEOUSNESS 
and TRUE HOLINESS. 

-John Wesley

19. Roger Ammons, TN
20. Samuel McMahon, SC
21. Betty Marlowe, TN
22. Anne Rosentreter, Canada
23. Shanna Weekes, TN
24. Cathy Edwards, GA
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“Are you of those preachers 
that do not allow jewelry?”

Sound Doctrine Saves a Life!
(Excerpts from the testimony of 

National Overseer Donaldo Acosta)
“I want to share something here… You know, I don’t know how 

you feel, you know—if you know what it is like to be kidnapped, 
held hostage. They stopped me when I was in my automobile; they 
[blocked me] when I was driving. There were four men with guns. 
They took me and my wife out of our vehicle, and they hurried up 
and got us into a car. My wife said something that I won’t forget. She 
said, ‘God liveth! And God is here with us!’ And they took me up into 
a mountain, and in the mountain that man put me on the floor. My 
wife, they returned her back to the city. And what I want to say is that 
the conviction was on me, I was sure I was going to heaven. But 
there was no fear in me. Just the confidence that God would take 
me to heaven. And I remember that he put the gun to me—a 9 mm. 
He said, ‘We’re going to kill you. If they don’t pay the money, anyway 
we’re going to kill you.’ And one of the guys that was there said, 
‘Well, kill him.’ But when he got the gun ready to shoot, a beautiful 
prayer came out from my heart. I wasn’t praying in a loud voice. I only 
said to God these words: ‘Lord, thank you for having lived in sound 
doctrine.’ And by the time I knew it the man began to feel nervous. 
He did not hear me pray—I was praying in my heart. And he asked 
me, ‘Are you one of those preachers that does not allow jewelry?’ …I 
said, ‘I am one of them.’ You know what he told me? He said, ‘Then 
you preach sound doctrine.’ I said, ‘Yes, I am of them.’ And he pulled 
his gun back. He said, ‘A man like that, it’s not good to take him 
away so he can continue preaching sound doctrine.’ And I worship 
God, because God was able to bring that revelation to that man and 
he spared my life. –Just because I live in the sound doctrine of The 
Church of God! And I’m here with conviction. A position will not move 
me. Now I love The Church of God. I could sweep the building, I could 
sweep all of them, all the time! Because I love this Church! I told my 
wife, ‘I’m more Church now than anything!’ Because God saved me, 
because I live in His Church! Had I been in a denomination I would 
have failed. But the devil found a pillar of The Church of God! He is 
here! He is here! I love The Church of God. I love you…”

July Convention Schedule - 2016
CO/AZ/NM/TX(W)  July 1-3 Farmington, NM
AR/KS/MO/OK  July 8-10 Pocahontas, AR
PA/DE/MD/MA/NY July 8-10 Monongahela, PA
TN   July 14-17 Cleveland, TN
MS/LA/TX(E)  July 15-17 Vicksburg, MS
AL   July 22-24 Bessemer, AL

NC   July 22-24 Browns Summit, NC

SD/MN/MT(E)/NE/ND/WY July 22-24 Isabel, SD
GA/FL  July 29-31 Tifton, GA

Notice to E-Subscribers 
(only):

Please note that all E-subscrip-
tions to The Evening Light in Eng-
lish and Spanish will now start and 
end at the General Assembly, just 
like your CPMA membership, Emer-
gency Fund, etc.

This will make the E-subscrip-
tion record keeping much easier 
for the staff at Headquarters. All E-
subscribers will receive an e-mailed 
invoice prior to the Assembly. You 
may renew online. The transition to 
this system may not be flawless at 
first, and we’ll try to prorate or credit 
your account for the remaining pe-
riod for this year. New subscriptions 
will be billed at the same rate no 
matter what time of the year they 
subscribe and will end at the As-
sembly. The earlier in the Assembly 
year that you subscribe, the greater 
benefit it will be in the number of e-
mailings you receive. The list will ful-
ly purge at the Assembly. Once fully 
implemented, it will be an effective 
way to handle our e-deliveries. 

Thanks for your attention and 
prayerful support as we continue to 
tweak this ministry for efficiency. 

Church History 
Questions & Answers

Q:  Can we afford to adorn 
our bodies with gold or 
pearls or costly array?

A:  Unnecessary jewelry, 
such as finger rings, 
bracelets, ear bobs, lockets, 
and other kinds for mere 
adornment should not be 
worn… 

(Cyclopedic Index, p. 336, 
8th Annual Assembly, 1913.)
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Honor to Whom 
Honor

Featured Servants: David F. & Alvera Risch

   David Franklin Risch 
was born on November 21, 
1930, in Six Points, Penn-
sylvania. His wife, Alvera 
Mae Croyle Risch was born 
November 9, 1935. Brother 

Risch was saved at the tender age of 5 years in 1935 at 
Six Points, Pennsylvania, and Sister Risch was saved at 
15 years old in Uniontown, Pennsylvania. Sister Risch’s 
father was appointed to pastor the local church where the 
Risch family’s membership was. Brother Risch brought 
the truck from the family farm to move Brother Croyle 
and his family to their new pastorate. Love was there from 
the start! Alvera became Mrs. Risch in 1954. The Risch’s 
have two daughters, one son (deceased), three grand-
daughters and one great grand-daughter, plus countless 
sheep who have known the care of this tender shepherd 
and his wife. They served the Lord together in various 
states and capacities which include, but are not limited to, 
Pastor, District Overseer, State Committees, State Over-
seer, General BTI and CPMA Coordinator as well as on 
General Committees and General Field Secretary.
    Brother Risch has offered a little advice to all new 
ministers, “Be faithful to Christ and The Church of 
God.” Brother Risch has certainly proven it can be done 
as he continues to serve the Lord faithfully with his 
favorite scripture being John 3:16. The one thing most 
may not know about Brother Risch is that inside he is 40 
years old and just a kid at heart. His wife says that the 
most important thing in her life has been her husband’s 
ministry and that it is still foremost to this day. 

Special Historical Coin 
Now Available in Limited Quantity!

Order your “Tribute to General Publications” antique 
brass double-sided coin today for only $30! These 
are being sold through the General Headquarters 
Bookstore and Website while supplies last.

This piece of historical memorabilia is being made 
available to you as a fundraiser to expand the ministry 
of The Evening Light, our general paper. There will 
be a limited number of coins minted and each will be 
individually numbered on the backside. Don’t miss 
your opportunity to own a piece of Church History, 
while helping to bless this vital ministry of the Church! 

– Assistant Editor
Below is a rendering of the coin (Actual size is 1.75″):

Brother Pimentel 
shared some heart-
felt words as he per-
sonally presented a 
coin to Sister Smith 
in his office, calling 
it a “fitting tribute” to 
Brother Smith, a man  
he greatly loved and 
respected. 

These resources on the 26th teaching are 
available through General Headquarters 

(www.thechurchofgod.org)

Tracts: 
$3.50 /25

Book: 
$3.00     

Sermon CD: 
$3.50     

 “The statement is often made, ‘I do not 
see any possible harm in a wedding ring.’ It is 
also stated, ‘A wedding ring shows that one is 
married and prevents advances from the op-
posite sex.’ What about these statements? In 
the first place, the wedding ring is of pagan 
origin... It simply became a tradition... As for 
the wedding ring proving one’s marriage, how 
can it? Anyone may obtain and wear a wed-
ding ring. It takes the wedding vows, properly 
administered, to initiate marriage. A wedding 
ring certainly does not prevent advances by 
the opposite sex. The best way to prevent im-
proper advances is simply to act married, and 
not to give place to the devil.”  

(J. E. Elliott, White Wing Messenger, 
October 14, 1972).
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Mexico Ladies’ Retreat
Ixtlahuaca, Mexico

March 19-20, 2016
This past March, the ladies of Mexico gathered in 

Ixtlahuaca, for the first National Ladies’ Retreat in 
many years. More than eighty sisters were present to 
enjoy the presence of the Lord and fellowship with one 
another. Ten ladies were saved, one was sanctified, one 
was baptized with the Holy Ghost and all were changed 
as the Spirit of the Lord freely moved during activity. 
The retreat theme was, “A Woman (Church) of Impact 
in a World of Sin.” The following recaps the rich Word 
of God enjoyed during the Retreat.

Impact: shaking or deep effect; suffer a violent clash 
that leaves an impression

Impact in the Home—Abigail: God requires us to 
be women of impact, beginning in the home. Nabal was 
a foolish rich man who was totally displeasing to God. 
Abigail, his wife, was sensible, God-fearing and subject 
to her husband. Because he declined King David’s request 
for sustenance for him and his soldiers, the king was 
prepared to destroy Nabal’s entire house. Upon learning 
of what happened, Abigail 
recognized her husband’s sin, 
responded quickly in humility 
and obedience by taking 
food to King David (1 Sam. 
25:18-33). Abigail’s impact 
overcame the death that would 
visit her home and defeated the 
king’s desire to seek justice by 

shedding blood. May we, through God’s holiness, confront 
everything that would try to enter and destroy our homes. 

Impact in the Church—Deborah: Discouragement, 
decadence and disobedience left Israel in decline and 
their villages abandoned. Their ruler, Sisera, was a man 
whose name made them tremble with fear. However, a 
woman named Deborah, rose up in holiness, obedience 
and courage, impacting Israel so they could stand up, fight 
against the enemy, destroy the sin that oppressed them 
and be victorious. Sisters, through holiness and obedience 
to the doctrine of Christ we can impact the Church and 
destroy all discouragement and conformism. Don’t settle 
for knowing God and rejoicing that you are a member or 
leader, but seek after holiness until you obtain it and you 
will be able to impact those around you in the Church.

Impact in a World Full of Sin—the Church: the 
Church is one of impact because she is the only one that 
has sound doctrine and can live in holiness. The only 
thing lacking is for all to live in holiness so that sinners 
and religious individuals walking in darkness alike will 
be impacted and join the glorious Church of God. Christ 
impacted the world through His holiness; the early Church 
impacted the world with its holiness and unity. Now, the 
Church will impact the whole world by its holiness. Seek 

holiness so “that he that is left 
in Zion... shall be called holy” 
(Isa. 4:3) and “Follow peace 
with all men, and holiness, 
without which no man shall 
see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14). 
Do not rely on yourself!

Dora Pérez, 
Ladies’ Retreat Director

FREE INDEED
“If the Son therefore shall make you free, 

ye shall be free indeed” (John 8:36). Many 
nations have a particular time of the year 
when they celebrate their independence or 
their freedom. The United States celebrates 
July the 4th as Independence Day. Spiritu-
ally, mankind’s Independence Day was the 
day of Christ’s crucifixion. Jesus Christ 
made it clear that when He makes one free 
he is free indeed. Christ has freed us from 
sin. “But God be thanked, that ye were the 
servants of sin, but ye have obeyed from 
the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. 
Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants 
of righteousness” (Rom. 6:17, 18). As believers we have 
been commanded by Christ to go into all the world and to 
preach and to teach freedom and independence from sin 
through salvation in His name. Nations that have obtained 
their freedom maintain a military to defend and protect the 

independence that has been won. In order to 
maintain our spiritual freedom we need to 
arm ourselves spiritually. “Put on the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to stand 
against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, but against prin-
cipalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against spiri-
tual wickedness in high places. Wherefore 
take unto you the whole armour of God, that 
ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand” (Eph 6:11-
13). We use our Sword of the Spirit, which is 

the Word of God, to prepare ourselves for the defense of our 
spiritual freedom. Our freedom from sin is proclaimed in 
our Sunday School lessons. We strive to prepare all Sunday 
School scholars to maintain the freedom they have obtained 
in Christ as the enemy strives to re-enslave their freed souls. 
Thank God for deliverance from sin and being made free 
indeed in Christ.
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1st term

I am so glad I was 
able to attend this 
year’s BTI! God really 
blessed me in too many 
ways to count. I plan to 
attend next year.
— Rebekah Clark, NM

I have been 
blessed to see the 
Spirit of God mov-
ing, not only in our 
services but in our 
classes as well.

—Douglas 
Letcher, KY

I am so thankful God 
made a way for me to be 
able to be at BTI. To God 
be the glory for revealing 
something to me that I had 
questions about.

—Lillie Sisler, KY

2nd term

I would like to say I thank the Lord for the opportunity 
to come to BTI. I can honestly say I have been blessed 
beyond measure. My soul has truly been fed from the 
start of the day with morning devotions until the end of 
the day with the evening service. While here at BTI, I 
feel I have become so much closer to the Lord and got a 

deeper revelation of the Church. These past 2 years have been amaz-
ing while at BTI. This is an experience that I will never forget. The 
unity I feel with my brothers and sisters in Christ and the power of the  
sweet Holy Ghost has been wonderful. I can honestly say I have truly 
purposed in my heart to be detached from this world and to be dedi-
cated, determined, and driven to go to Higher Heights and Deeper 
Depths with the Lord. If you have never been to BTI, I encourage you 
to go. God will make a way where there seems to be no way.

—Ashley Stamey, SC

Being here at BTI has truly been a bless-
ing. Most days it’s hard to express just how 
much I have learned. There have been so 
many “Aha” moments. The teachers will 
be teaching and the Lord just ministers 
through them. I’ve heard that still small 
voice saying, “See, this is Me in the Word, 
this is My Church, this is My doctrine,” 
just making Himself known to me and giving reassur-

ance that He is God and His 
will and plan will be done. 
My eyes and heart have been 
opened to so much more of 
the Word. We, as a class, have 
cried, laughed, worshipped 
and prayed together because 
the Lord has made Himself 
known through each lesson. 
Thank God for BTI!

—Bianca Hall, AR
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BiBle Training insTiTuTe          Cleveland, Tennessee
3rd term

Our Term has been blessed through the 
anointed preaching and teaching of our 
instructors. One day a lesson on divine 
healing in Brother Hawkins’ class led 
to the students standing in for prayer for 
themselves or for others. The Holy Ghost 
moved so sweetly. One of the students who 
is seeking the Holy Ghost wept and wept. 
The Lord truly blessed our small but hum-
ble class. The students want all they can 
get from God in His presence and from His 
Word. A sister also testified that she was 
standing on God’s Word for healing and 
she had stopped trying other options. In her 
testimony faith was dispersed in our hearts 
that day. Every day in this Term you hear 
things from every teacher that feels like 
they’re directly from God. We have been 
amazingly blessed and we desire for God 
to keep engaging us with His Spirit.

—Esther Orellana, FL

lpd

As we have come together this 2016 school year, I couldn’t help but notice 
that our theme for the school has continued on as Higher Heights & Deeper 
Depths. I’m sure each one of us came with a desire to go higher and deeper for 
Him. Our classes, services and fellowship with one another have been blessed 
by the presence of the Lord each day, confirming that we are not alone in our 
endeavor to do whatever it takes to find those new heights. 

Each one of us here in LPD have some sort of calling or desire to be used 
for the Lord. Our class was made up of three pastors, one associate pastor, a 
Regional VLB leader, a Regional Overseer, two called teachers and seven called 
preachers. We have had rich lessons, Holy Ghost anointed teachers and new 
bonds have been made as we desire to 
go deeper into God’s Word and find 
His plan for the Leadership Pastoral 
Development students of 2016. 

“O the depth of the riches both of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
how unsearchable are his judgments, 
and his ways past finding out! For who 
hath known the mind of the Lord? or 
who hath been his counseller? Or who 
hath first given to him, and it shall be 
recompensed unto him again? For of 
him, and through him, and to him, are 
all things: to whom be glory for ever. 
Amen” (Rom. 11:33-36).

—April Owen, KY 
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“And they shall call them, The holy 
people, The redeemed of the LORD: 
and thou shalt be called, Sought out, 
A city not forsaken” (Isa. 62:12).

The wearing of jewelry, make-
up, indecent apparel—should never 
happen in The Church of God. Look, 
I’m not hung up on this business. I’m 
not going to harp on this subject be-
cause I believe that the Holy Ghost 
can talk to our hearts and—Hallelu-
jah!—bring conviction to us! Glory 
to God! The problem is not with the 
issue, the problem is with us, the 
people. I’m not preaching something 
new. I’m not! This is stuff that was 
practiced by the early Church, by the 
beginning of the very Church we’re 
members of today, this side of the 
Dark Ages. I’m not preaching some-
thing new. What I’m trying to tell us 
is that there is a spirit, an influence 
working in the world today trying to 
deviate us, trying to side-track us.

Some people say that this subject 
is unnecessary, that jewelry and out-
ward adornment has nothing to do 
with the inside. Well, I’ve got news for 
you. It has something to do with the 
inside. Because what is inside of you 
will be reflected 
on the outside of 
you. Hallelujah. 
Yes, there are 
those who want 
the Church to 
make concessions regarding these 
important matters. Although this is 
evident, the Church must state loud 
and clear that no conformity with the 
world will help the Church. It will not 
improve the Church. On the contrary, 
it hurts the Church. We must never, 
never yield to this pressure. If there 
are such extremes, let it be that the 
Church would choose the extreme 
of holiness. The extreme of ultra-
conscientious. The extreme of being 
scrupulous. The extreme of being 

Three Angels Appear to Brazilian Convention 
Showing Hands with No Jewelry!

(Excerpts from Assembly Message during the World Language Program, 1989)

By Felix Garcia
clean. This is the best choice for us! I 
wish you’d say amen. This is the best 
choice for us! I know that this pos-
ture could provoke criticism from the 
liberal flank. But I’m also sure that 
this is more pleasing unto God. I be-
lieve He would like this much better. I 
prefer to be criticized because of my 
extremes in holiness. I believe that I 
would prefer to be criticized because 
I am pleasing God.

Surely we must understand that 
the Church and the world must be 
different. We shouldn’t, and must 
not, even resemble each other. How-
ever, people today are testing the tol-
erance and the patience of God. We 
are seeing things in the Church to-
day that in times past would embar-
rass all of us—defying the Church 
and its Bible teachings, disregard-
ing the Advice to Members, blatantly 
contesting the wise counsel of the 
multitude of counsellors. I tell you, 
this spirit has crept into the Church 
and it worries me. But you must ad-
mit that it didn’t start just yesterday. 
It is because we have neglected our 
responsibility of preaching the Word 
and preaching it with authority and 

with vigor. The Bible 
says in Titus 2:1, 
“But speak thou the 
things which become 
sound doctrine.” 
Let’s face it. Some 

have preferred to take the path of 
least resistance. Don’t muddy the 
water. Don’t rock the boat. Let’s let 
things find their own course, they’ll 
straighten out by themselves. No! 
We must not assume that souls 
and especially our youth and our 
new converts are capable of guid-
ing themselves! No! No, they’re not 
capable. It’s like our children. You’ve 
got to keep the pressure on the kids 
and teach them what’s right and 
what’s wrong. And even if they’re 

grown up, you still have to advise 
them, admonish them.

I’m here to tell you that the Spirit 
of God, hallelujah, the sanctifying 
power of Jesus can eradicate the 
desires of the world in one motion! 
You just apply the blood of Jesus to 
your worldly desires and your habits 
and let the flow of the precious blood 
of the Lamb of God—hallelujah!—
you let that blood of Christ wash you 
clean! And let that blood sanctify you 
wholly! Hallelujah! And you won’t 
have any trouble! Hallelujah! You 
won’t have any difficulties dismissing 
the world from your life because you 
will not have done it—Who has done 
it has been the Lord.

Some of us think, “Hey, let’s do it 
a little at a time.” But God’s got a dif-
ferent opinion of that. 

Let me tell you a story that hap-
pened in my life. I was Field Secre-
tary and went to Brazil. I held a Minis-
ters’ Seminar and I’m teaching them 
about the Church. The Overseer 
said, “Bishop Garcia, there’s one 
thing. The people here all wear jew-
elry. Everybody. They’ve got rings on 
each hand. And they just can’t tear 
away because it’s part of our culture 
in this country. It’s an insult for a hus-
band to take his wedding band off 
or a wife to take her wedding band 
off.” And he said, “But sir, don’t worry 
about that—I’m going to teach them 
little by little. Just give me time.” I’m 
visiting so I said, “Okay.” We went 
through all the Church and its struc-
ture and its teachings and its govern-
ment—everything. All day long they 
shouted about how the Holy Ghost 
moved in these wonderful General 
Assemblies. And then, you know, 
we got to the end of it. I said, “Well, 
this is the last session. Tomorrow 
we’ll just have a good meeting. We’ll 
shout and praise God. Are there 
any questions?” There was a young 

What He needs is for us to 
yield over to His Spirit, for us to 

let the Holy Ghost work,
 for us to let God touch lives.
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couple sitting in the very front row. 
The girl raised her hand. She said, 
“I’m engaged to marry and we’re go-
ing to get married here soon. I read 
a 29 Teachings [tract] and it said no 
jewelry.” I looked at the Overseer. 
He looked at me. And I said, “What 
do I do?” He says, “Talk about it.” 
So I began to talk. You know what 
happened? Those fellows were 
adamant. Almost ugly. I mean, they 
defended their jewelry 100%. They 
were ready to die rather than com-
ply. Finally, I said, “No more talk! I 
don’t want to talk about it no more! 
Everything that was talked about the 
Church, you shouted. Everything 
that’s in the Church, I told you, was 
placed here by God. This teaching is 
a Bible teaching that was given by 
God to the Church. And now you’re 
against it. And I don’t want to talk 
about it. No more!” That Mexican 
in me, I guess, surfaced. So I said, 
“Stand up.” And I dismissed them. 
And we walked to the hotel. The 
Overseer and I were walking and 
I never said a word. Neither of us 
said a word. And I was crying and 
very disappointed. I did not win the 
argument. Can you believe that? 
I did not. They out-talked me and 
they interrupted and they shouted. It 
was awful. When I got to my room I 
just laid across the bed and I said, 
“God, why did you bring me here to 
embarrass me? Why couldn’t you 
help me? Why couldn’t your Spirit 
do something and open their minds 
and understanding to accept your 
Word? This is a Bible teaching.” And 
I cried and cried and fell asleep. In 
the morning when I opened my eyes 
I was still fully dressed and I was just 
laying across my bed, but there was 
a joy in me. Something happened. 
The Holy Ghost had ministered to 
my soul. And I got up, took a shower 
and shaved, and I was ready to go 
to the last session. When we went to 
the last session in this seminar, when 
we got there we walked into this little 
building we had rented. When we 
walked in, there were some people 
praying. The Overseer and I went 
to the platform and we knelt down 

and prayed. We got to praying—now 
listen, these people did not believe 
in clapping their hands in church. 
They did not believe in shouting. 
And speaking in tongues out loud 
was a no-no. They did not believe 
especially—they had problems with 
this business of the jewelry. When 
we walked in we just kneeled down 
at the platform and began to pray 
and the Holy Ghost came down 
and there were showers of bless-
ings. Oh, it was beautiful. And I felt 
like the Lord had come down. We 
rejoiced and it was beautiful. There 
was one lady… She was the last one 
that had a word to say in that session 
the night before. She said, “Brother 
Garcia, I agree with you. We should 
not wear gold. But mine are silver!” 
And that aggravated me more. She 
was the last one to arrive that morn-
ing. When she walked in the church 
we were all praying and the Lord 
had already baptized two men with 
the Holy Ghost and they were shout-
ing and clapping their hands. Now, 
I’m talking about the morning open-
ing prayer. And so when she walked 
in, she had walked half-way up, and 
she looked up and she screamed 
at the top of her lungs and fell over 
and fainted and BAM!, she hit the 
floor. And the people quickly fanned 
her and slapped her in the face and 
shook her and then she sat up after 
a little bit. She was crying and she 
looked up again, she screamed and 
BAM!, she fell again. So they woke 
her up and they shook her and pat-
ted her and all of this and finally she 
came again to her senses. She tried 
to stand and then she fainted again. 
When she came back to, she said, 
“The Lord is in this house.” She said, 
“I just saw three angels on that 
platform—and they were shout-
ing, and they were clapping their 
hands, and they were dancing 
in the Spirit—and they did not 
have any rings!” That morning the 
Lord came down in that house and 
about six received the baptism of 
the Holy Ghost and they danced and 
shouted all over the place. But the 
most beautiful thing was that ev-

erybody pulled off their rings and 
with what we got out of that jew-
elry [by selling it] we built the first 
church in Brazil!

Now, what I’m trying to tell you is 
that we think we must take our time. 
We think we know better than God 
how to work out a problem. “Give me 
time. I’ll get them to understand this 
thing.” Well, God doesn’t need you. 
In a sense, He doesn’t need you or 
me. What He needs is for us to yield 
over to His Spirit, for us to let the 
Holy Ghost work, for us to let God 
touch lives.

I was in a service not long ago 
and there was a big, tall Mexican 
boy. He’d rolled up his sleeves up 
to here—tattoos all over his arms. 
Mean looking kid. His mother had 
brought him to church. Nobody 
could deal with him. He was lost for 
sure, in all sorts of drugs. Nothing 
would ever change his life. And they 
said, “Look, just talk nice to him be-
cause he’s temperamental.” And I 
ain’t that big either. So I’m wonder-
ing, “What am I going to do?” So 
after the preaching, I went down 
to where he was sitting, way back 
there, and that big boy wasn’t so 
tough. The big tears were running 
down his face. God had touched his 
life. And I said, “Look, don’t run from 
God anymore.” He said, “Sir, there’s 
nothing going to change my life. I’m 
so bad, I’m so far gone, I’m so lost. 
Look at my arms. He had scars in the 
veins of his arms. I can’t do nothing 
for myself.” I said, “Don’t do nothing 
for yourself. Follow me—come on.” 
I grabbed him by his arm and I felt 
his big muscles flex. He stood up—
he’s taller than me—and he walked 
to the altar and the Holy Ghost got 
a hold of him and changed his life 
instantly. This is what I’m talking 
about. I mean, the same power of 
God that changes a sinner such as 
him and changed a sinner such as 
us, hallelujah, can change the atti-
tudes of everybody! Hallelujah! That 
sanctifying power of Jesus, glory be 
unto God, the blood has not lost its 
power! The blood has not lost its 
power!      &
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“For the weapons of 
our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strong 
holds” (2 Cor. 10:4).

Jesus promised that His 
power would operate through 
us to allow us to tread over 
all of the enemy’s power and 
that nothing Satan would 
do to us could harm us (See 
Luke 10:19). This promise 
and power is for those who 
are living faithfully for Him 
and fighting for His cause. It 
seems that Paul caught this 
spirit of treading over the en-
emy as he wrote to the Corin-

thians in this chapter. After reminding them that they were not to 
walk in the flesh but in the spirit, he reminded them of the power 
of the weapons of warfare belonging to those who walk in the 
Lord—these weapons are mighty through Him and Him alone. 
Strongholds are pulled down, never to be rebuilt when these 
weapons operate in our lives. 

A stronghold is the last territory that an army will hold. It is 
the most fortified and has the greatest amount of soldiers in it. If 
they have to give up other territory to keep the stronghold, then 
they will. Satan may do this with our hearts if we’re not careful 
to fully turn them to God. He may give up outlying territory, per-
haps even without much of a fight, in an attempt to make us think 
we’ve completely defeated him, when all the while he’s keeping a 
large fortified stronghold in our lives. Sometimes the strongholds 
seem innocent enough to us, and we may be satisfied to leave 
them in place so long as they don’t cause us “too much” trouble. 
According to Paul in verses 5 and 6 some of these strongholds are 
(1) imaginations, (2) things that exalt themselves against God, (3) 
evil thoughts and (4) disobedience. Imaginations may attempt to 
cause us to approach our relationship with God through logic or 
reasoning. Our relationship with God is not based on these things, 
it must be based on faith. High things that exalt themselves can 
be a spirit of pride or things that try to become more important 
than God in our lives. Thoughts are not, in themselves, evil but 
Satan uses our mind as a battlefield against the Lord. We need to 
allow our minds to be renewed as we put on the new man. And, if 
nothing else works, he will try to work any kind of disobedience 
in our hearts—in “big” things or “little” things, he doesn’t care. 

The power of God in us allows us to tread over every one of 
these strongholds and anything else that Satan may try to set up 
in our hearts. Just as the walls of Jericho fell down flat, seemingly 
not leaving one stone upon another, before God’s people (Joshua 
6), so must every stronghold be destroyed in our hearts today. 
God’s power to go “Through the Gates” encompasses the power 
to give us victory in our hearts over every influence of the enemy. 
These strongholds must come down before we can tread through 
his gates to rescue others. 

Churches reporting 100% in CPMA memberships:
Red Bay, AL
Colton, CA

Providence, KY
Sturgis, KY

The Northwest Region 
Needs Assistance

Dear fellow ministers in The Church of 
God, 
       We are in need of many workers 
but especially need four dedicated, moti-
vated, willing-to-stay-and-work pastors in 
our Region. We have two churches with-
out a pastor and two others that need a 
pastor. One pastor is taking care of two 
churches about 80 miles apart and one 
pastor, in his early 80's is working through 
a cancer issue. If you are not being used 
or want to be used, please pray about this 
need and contact me as soon as possible.   

 Bishop Allard L. Smith, 
NW Regional Overseer 

 Cell Phone 208-870-5266 or 
email:  Allardsmith@msn.com

Bessemer City, NC
Siler City, NC
Antioch, TN

Covington, VA

“We must never confuse the first century 
problem of law and grace with the storm of 
spiritual looseness Satan is blowing against 
the bows of The Church of God. The debate 
of today is not law and grace, but rather, 
holiness vs. worldliness. Holiness never 
changes. Holiness is the Church’s treasure 
and not her enemy. Teachings and our 
Advice to Members are our treasures and not 
our enemy. It is time to teach our members 
to love these great principles and not to be at 
variance with them.” 

—Sharon Morrow
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Bell Sheep
“Lift up thine eyes round 

about, and behold: all these 
gather themselves together, 
and come to thee. As I live, 
saith the LORD, thou shalt 
surely clothe thee with them 
all, as with an ornament, and 
bind them on thee, as a bride 
doeth” (Isa. 49:18).

I love sheep and have studied a lot about this ani-
mal to which our Lord compares us in His Word. I 
used to think that when a shepherd would put bells 
on the neck of a sheep, it was because he was unruly or 
prone to wander. I would always think that was spiritu-
ally significant in that we should always be the sheep that 
doesn’t require such a thing, but should stay in His presence 
and in the Fold of God. Recently, however, I learned just what a 
bell sheep really is. This is the sheep that is most likely to stay 
close to the shepherd. The shepherd chooses out the obedient 
sheep that will follow him without wandering. This sheep is 
the one that is always by his side and watches everywhere the 
shepherd goes. 

The bell about his neck serves two purposes. First, it causes 
the other sheep to follow the sound, even if they aren’t intently 
watching. So, this bell sheep is like the undershepherd of the 
flock. Just by staying close to the shepherd and watching his 
movements, this sheep leads the others closer to the shepherd. 
Secondly, this bell serves as a reminder to the shepherd about 
how close this particular sheep is to him. The shepherd is made 
keenly aware of this sheep and knows to care for him in particu-
lar ways.

We know we are to refrain from adding anything to our bodies 
that will draw attention from the Lord. Wearing things or display-
ing attitudes or spirits of pride and self-edification do not make 
others want to follow. In fact, they can be a distraction and a lure 
to follow only the bell and not the shepherd. No wonder the Lord 
said He would be the one to clothe us and told us what we should 
wear in 1 Peter 3:4, “But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in 
that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and 
quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.”

The last part of that verse makes me think of the second rea-
son that particular sheep wears his bell—“which is in the sight 
of God of great price.” If we can follow close to our Shepherd 
and be attentive to His every leading in our lives, we can be a 
bell sheep and not only lead others to the Fold and keep them 
there, but also gain the favor of our Good Shepherd. 

Our opening passage paints a picture of many coming to the 
Fold, and our Lord clothing us with them and binding them to 
and with us. Aren’t you glad to be a part of this special Fold? 
Be a bell sheep.

The General Assembly of 
The Church of God ruled 
on its 26th teaching from 
the Bible and also gave 
additional counsel in its 
“Advice to Members” 

Against wearing gold for ornament or deco-
rations such as finger rings, bracelets, earrings, 
lockets, etc. Ornaments of precious stones and 
metals are evidences of a prideful heart and are 
unbecoming to a child of God… Read 1 Timothy 
2:9; 1 John 2:16.

Your dress should be with moderation, neat 
and clean, but not for show. Moderation includes 
paying moderate prices for clothing, wearing 
dresses of high-enough necklines, low-enough 
hemlines, sleeves of reasonable length. The wear-
ing of extremely sheer fabrics is unbecoming to a 
saint and the wearing of shorts in public should 
never be practiced. You should never wear gold 
for ornament or decoration. Finger rings, brace-
lets, earrings, necklaces, lockets, and large showy 
pins—these are also unbecoming to a saint of 
God. Rouge, lipstick, nail polish and extremely 
costly perfumes are used to satisfy the pride of 
life and therefore they should have no place in 
the lives of those who love God. Please read and 
study these verses of Scripture often: 1 Peter 3:3, 
4; 1 Timothy 2:9, 10 and 1 John 2:15-17.

Holiness: Holiness is the state of being free from 
sin, a condition made possible by the experience 
of sanctification. God requires man to live sin-
less in this present world and provides the means 
through the shed blood of Christ. See Luke 1:74, 
75; 1 Thessalonians 4:7; Hebrews 12:14.

Churches reporting 100% in Emergency $:

Red Bay, AL
Colton, CA

Providence, KY
Bessemer City, NC

Siler City, NC

Covington, VA
Roanoke, VA

“I went to a camp meeting and found 
a lot of sickly sheep and lambs caused 
by pride. The Lord laid it on my heart 
to preach against pride. Next day the 
precious girls came back with another 
story or two on their dresses and had laid 
aside their jewelry and about fifty of them 
fell into the altar and confessed their pride 
and the Lord wonderfully healed their 
backslidings.” 

(J. W. Buckalew, Assembly Sermon 1913).
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Peter, apostle to the Jews and under the 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost said— 

“Whose adorning let it not be that outward 
adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, 
or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden 
man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, 
even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which 
is in the sight of God of great price” (1 Peter 3:3, 4).

M. A. 
Tomlinson
It is true that in 

some places the cus-
tom pertaining to 
wedding rings, and 
perhaps other jewel-
ry, is much more traditional even than 
in the United States. The Church has 
no authority to violate the Bible teach-
ing against the wearing of gold and 
other jewels for ornament or decora-
tion. We believe that the Bible is the in-
spired Word of God, and that holy men 
wrote as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghost… So who are we to think of let-
ting a tradition set aside the command-
ments of God, especially since Jesus so 
plainly showed us His Father’s disap-
proval of such a practice?

 (Annual Address, 1967).

Robert J. Pruitt 
We have a responsibility to guard our 

pulpits and protect our image before the 
outside world who is looking at us with 
minute scrutiny to see if we are really 
maintaining the holy standard we uphold. 
It is confusing to those without as well 
as some of our own within when they see people in places 
of leadership obviously disregarding our high standards. 
Those who wear jewelry, dress inappropriately (according 
to the standards stated by our Advice to Members), or other-
wise disregard our standards by speech, actions, or manner 
should not be allowed a place of leadership in our pulpits, 
classrooms, choir lofts, and other meeting places. It is con-
fusing and discouraging to our own people to see this being 
done in our churches… No matter what others do, we will 
stay in the old paths of holiness, truth, and righteousness.

(Annual Address, 1997)

Stephen E. Smith 
Yes, there is an adornment which is 

acceptable to God. In fact, every child 
of God should focus on beautifying 
themselves with this adornment, which 
is pleasing to God. Rather than outward, 
fleshly adornment we are instructed to 
adorn the soul: “But (which becometh women professing 
godliness) with good works” (1 Tim 2:10). “But let it be 
the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corrupt-
ible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which 
is in the sight of God of great price” (1 Peter 3:4). 

Children of God should give priority to this type of 
adornment. There is nothing like it! Rather than shine 
with temporary, physical, fleshly adornment—shine with 
the glory of God! May God give us a heart to seek after 
the eternal jewels!  

(Outward Adornment Sermon – Salida, CO, 1999).

A. J. Tomlinson 
“That the trial of your faith, being much more precious 

than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might 
be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing 
of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:7). It is not so much our purpose 
to fight against the heresies that are flooding the world today, 
but rather put forth a greater and more mighty flood of the true 

holiness and the unadulterated doctrine and make it strong and powerful… It is 
a common saying among us, “stick to the doctrine and win.” The doctrine we 
are to stick to is the Church of God doctrine. And this is not to be mixed up with 
any kind of false doctrine.  Always steadfast for the right, and never surrender or 
weaken under any circumstances. We must rather be bold and powerful. Heresies 
shall be kept out of the Church of God and shall not mar the appearance of its 
beautiful face.         (Annual Address, 1941) 

Joy, victorious joy, is a jewel that every child of God ought to carry, and an 
ornament that should be displayed at every corner and avenue of life. It is an 
armor that every soldier enlisted in this last great conflict should have strapped 
tight upon him. If Stephen’s face could shine like the face of an angel in the 
midst of a volley of stones as they were hurled down upon him, why not your 
face shine while in the common walks of life? (Last Great Conflict, pp. 50, 51).

(See also, “Decorating the Doctrine of our Lord,” WWM, Feb. 26, 1938).

Former General Overseers Speak about

Outward Adornment

Paul, apostle to the Gentiles and under the 
inspiration of the Holy Ghost said—

“I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy 
hands, without wrath and doubting. In like manner also, that 
women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness 
and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly 
array; But (which becometh women professing godliness) with 
good works” (1 Tim. 2:8-10).

These passages were written between 60-65 A.D. by two men who were eyewitnesses of Christ and who 
spoke with Him… Both Peter and Paul were apostles inspired by the Holy Ghost to write these instructions. 

(WWM, Feb. 3, 1979, p. 8)
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Biblical Adornment—
What a beautiful and ex-
citing subject to teach and 
preach about! On the mis-
sion field, I’ve seen the 
devil so angry concerning 
the truth of this topic that 
he manifested his ugly 
head through a possessed 
individual, but at the same 
time I saw the holy and glo-
rious anointing of the Holy 
Ghost cast him out! How 
touching to see hungry and 
humble hearts learn that 
God wants them to “wor-

ship the LORD in the beauty of holiness” (1 Chron. 16:29) 
and that He would “beautify the meek with salvation” 
(Psa. 149:4). How sweet it was to see these meek and 
soft hearts clip off nose rings, rip off necklaces, slide off 
wedding bands, wipe off fingernail and toenail polish, and 
wash dyes and remove ornaments from their hair! I’ve wit-
nessed all of this. You see, when people wear these things, 
they bring glory and attention to themselves. But, when we 
adorn ourselves biblically, we shine for the glory of God 
and bring attention to Him! “Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven” (Matt. 5:16).  Recently, while 
in Rwanda, our Mission Team had a three-day conference 
with 15 pastors from denominational churches. Our sis-

ters, through their teaching, preaching, and example, had 
such a profound effect on the conference that the pastors 
begged them to come back and teach their ladies. They 
said, “We did not expect anyone, especially from America, 
to look this way!” They lamented that worldly adornments 
and clothing fashions were infiltrating their churches from 
the west and told us that they needed help in combating 
this spirit and showing their people what was right and 
truly beautiful. So many are tired of the watered-down, 
worldly, powerless “Christianity” being peddled by char-
ismatic, money-hungry charlatans in popular religious 
circles. Many will be watching to see if we are who we say 
we are. Will they just give us a glance and continue in their 
search, or will they stop and consider, “Who is she that 
looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the 
sun...?” America may let them down, but The Church of 
God cannot! 1 Peter 2:9 proclaims, “But ye are a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who 
hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light.”  

   

Scan this QR code to 
view the testimony 
of this man in India 
who removed his 

jewelry.

Testimony:
Growing up in south Louisiana I learned the value of the White Wing 

Messenger. There were 7 of us children and the White Wing was used 
often for healing and whatever it was needed for. It was still a part of 
my life when I came to western Kentucky to pastor. There was a couple 
that lived across the street from the church, and the woman started 
attending. Her husband was a drunk, which caused much misery and 
grief. There was an incident that occurred where I helped her get him 
in the house. I took the White Wing over there and told her to put 
it under his pillow—he was so intoxicated he would not know it. She 
started doing that and it was not long before he told her, and I quote, 
“Momma, you don’t have to put that paper under my pillow anymore.” 
She called me over and I poured his liquor out and got in my pickup and 

we drove, cried and prayed. That Sunday he 
came to church and got saved. I was so glad 
to find out that The Evening Light is prayed 
over just as fervently as the White Wing was. 
To me there is no greater missionary or prayer 
cloth than The Evening Light. Read it, use it, 
believe it—for it works!

Russell F. Aucoin, Sr.,
Princeton, KY

AGAINST WEARING GOLD 
FOR ORNAMENT:

The Church’s teaching, briefly stated, 
is: “Against Wearing Gold for Ornament or 
decoration such as finger rings, bracelets, 
earrings, lockets, etc. Ornaments of gold 
or other precious metals are evidences of a 
prideful heart and are unbecoming to a child 
of God. “Whose adorning let it not be that 
outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of 
wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But 
let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, even the ornament of 
a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight 
of God of great price” (1 Peter 3:3, 4). Read 1 
Timothy 2:9; 1 John 2:16. (From the tract, “We 
Hold These Truths”). The early Church was 
staunchly against all worldliness. Since The 
Church of God is that same Church, and since 
the Scriptures were given by the inspiration of 
the Holy Ghost, it is clear that these items are 
still unbecoming to “a child of God…” 

(SS, R. O. Covey, Vol. 2  Num. 2, 1996).
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Our July edition is dedicated to the timely theme of “Bib-
lical Adornment.” As we reflect on this prominent teaching 
throughout this issue, may every member and friend of The 
Church of God receive to some degree, a greater understand-
ing and renewed revelation of this doctrine for themselves and 
fully embrace its truth from the heart.  

First and foremost, although few churches other than The 
Church of God continue to uphold it, this doctrine is bibli-
cal. That fact has been established from rightly dividing God’s 
Word, preserved through the inspired writers of the early 
Church and confirmed in the General Assembly. For those 
unsure of its merit, to the open heart it is further solidified 
through prayer and self-examination. As one seeks to shed the 
world and walk in holiness and put on godliness, the natural 
flow will be to desire the spiritual things that please God and 
that He regards or counts as ornaments of great price, such as 
the “meek and quiet spirit” (1 Peter 3:4) rather than the “lust 
of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” (1 
John 2:16), which the passage tells us, “is not of the Father.”  

Another observation concerning this specific doctrine is 
that there seems to be an inability of controlling its effects 
on people, once compromised. Historically, the small leak 
of carnality which led to the deluge, that in part ushered in 
the disruption of the Church in the early 90’s, was witnessed 
by many people just over twenty years ago. Some wanted 
the change in our doctrine against outward adornment, while 
others knew its time-tested truth should not be altered. Never 
again must compromise take place among us, as the destruc-
tion and loss was abundant and tragic at that time and still 
affects us to some degree today. Many members and spiritual 
warriors who were eyewitnesses to the theocratic and doctri-
nal departure of that day have passed on to their reward, and a 
mighty army of young people, who perhaps never personally 
knew it, are rising up even now. It is incumbent upon our gen-
eration and theirs to take up the mantle of holiness and sound 
doctrine and be firmly established in these bibli-
cal standards. Surely those who observed these 
things and are still among our ranks today can 
speak of the danger, that when one opens the 
flood gates to even a small thing (“It’s just a 
ring,” or so we’ve heard), the trickle of compro-
mise will eventually become rushing waters that will quickly 
envelop and overtake its victims, washing them backward into 
worldliness and far away from the beauty of holiness. It truly 
is a life or death decision. 

Many denominational churches that once taught this truth 
and then compromised it have faced dire consequences. In the 
book, The Truth About Outward Adornment, the author in-

terviewed a respected pastor from a large church we are fa-
miliar with (pp. 99-105). This minister said a good deal about 
his grievances with these changes and that “it was a mistake.” 
The author commented that upon visiting one of the churches 
[in 1988] this minister was still affiliated with, that they no-
ticed “a dividing line, of sorts” and that there were people 
who appeared holy and worshipping intently, but that there 
were younger ones wearing jewelry, “many a ring on each 
finger, so to speak, make-up, earrings, etc.” He continued that 
“these seemed to have no awareness… no spiritual hunger at 
all.” And he asked this minister, “How would you respond to 
that?” The minister then said, “I was walking in a department 
store… and I saw an elderly lady come in with what appeared 
to be her daughter, and her grandchild. I’ve never seen any-
thing that grasped me like that. The elderly woman looked 
like a godly Church of God—I should say ‘biblically holiness 
woman.’ Her daughter looked like about ‘half way’ holiness. 
Her granddaughter looked like she’d never heard what holi-
ness was. And it was so conspicuous to me… We haven’t com-
municated sanctification and the beauty of holiness, we’ve not 
implanted a love and a path of holiness in the hearts of the 
second and third and fourth generations…” This statement 
is very accurate and, if we are not careful, we could be just 
one generation removed from our young people not knowing 
the doctrine and vision that we hold so precious. However, 
in our carefulness and desire to uphold the 26th teaching in 
The Church of God, we see many of this generation who truly 
love holiness, and love this doctrine and the message of the 
Church. We must all be diligent and give heed, “lest at any 
time we should let them slip” (Heb. 2:1). As we strive for per-
fection and the rapture by “making ourselves ready” (Rev. 
19:7), should not each generation be getting stronger spiritu-
ally, adopting higher standards and resolve than that of even 
the previous age? 

There is a command in the Word that tells us to, “glorify 
God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Cor. 
6:20). We must “be holy both in body and in spirit” (1 Cor. 
7:34). “Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning 
of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on 
of apparel; But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and 
quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.” (1 
Peter 3:3, 4). How many people in our world both willingly, 

or in their lack of training or understanding, disregard 
the plain teaching of the Word and indulge in the 
pride, ornaments and fashions of this world! In 
the Scriptures just given, the apostle Peter for-
bids it, saying, “let it not be.” The apostle Paul 

goes even further and expresses how Christian 
women must be dressed and adorned. He says, “In like man-
ner also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, 
with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or 
gold, or pearls, or costly array; But (which becometh women 
professing godliness) with good works” (1 Tim. 2:9, 10). A 
study of the word “not” or “μή” in this context simply means 
what it says “no, not.” The writer Paul under the inspiration of 

Biblical
Adornment

James R. Horne, Assistant Editor
Bessemer, AL
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the Holy Ghost, clearly tells us what we should and shouldn’t 
do. According to his words, our covering should be “modest 
apparel… not with gold, or pearls, or costly array.” 

These instructions apply with equal strength to men and 
women. Do not be deceived into the belief that one can con-
tinue to put on that which the Word of God forbids, and still 
be a spiritual person, filled with the grace and power of God. 
God’s children are to be “As obedient children, not fashioning 
yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance” (1 
Peter 1:14). Church of God, let us not be susceptible to com-
promise, but malleable in God’s hands, willing to be perfected 
through the work of the ministry (Eph. 4:12) and “adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour in all things (Titus 2:10).

The influences of outward adornment can be vast in scope 
and it is no doubt the same root problem and spirit that causes 
a tribal man on a small island to pierce his body with bones 
and various ornaments, as with the person here in our land 
who wears jewelry in “moderation,” or who has numerous 
piercings, tattoos or other forms of adornment. Created in the 
“image of God” is something that the devil detests to view and 
any way his spirit can influence one to change, contaminate, 
or mar that image, rest assured he will try. We have no doubt 
seen extreme cases in our world today of piercings and bodily 
disfigurement, but what difference does it make in its severity? 
When one starts down the adornment path, which is seemingly 
so accepted in the world, who declares that “just one more” 
piercing or tattoo or cosmetic is any worse than the very first 
one? Additionally, the gold which is worn to ward off “evil 
spirits” in some cultures is the same gold and likeness that the 
enemy uses to conjure pride and haughtiness in others. 

What are individuals afraid to give up, really? If adorn-
ment is not a matter of the heart, then why do many so ve-
hemently endeavor to justify useless decoration, immodesty 
and the spirits associated with them? There are vast numbers 
of scriptures on this subject, but do we not remember that 
“there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot, and sub-
til of heart” (Prov. 7:10), “and she painted her face, and tired 
her head, and looked out at a window” (2 Kings 9:30), and 
women were “haughty, and walk with stretched forth necks 
and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go, and mak-
ing a tinkling with their feet” (Isa. 3:16)? These are just a few 
examples, but all were seemingly driven by the same spirit. 
From these instances in Scripture, to the man who visited the 
church exhibiting his wealth through the gold ring and apparel 

he wore and was shown preferential treatment (James 2:2) 
over the poor man, all scriptures rightly divided give a clear 
illustration of the spirit and intent of the heart regarding this 
Bible doctrine. As thousands of others have found, the love 
of such things, of trinkets and ornaments, goes much deeper 
than can be fathomed. One of our Church forefathers related 
this story in summary: “Your teeth may rest so easily in your 
mouth that you seldom think of them; but when attempts are 
made to remove one, you become aware of the fact that it has 
long roots and is hard and painful to pull out. Similarly you 
may be so accustomed to wearing worldly adornments, etc., 
that they seem perfectly natural and easy, so that you are de-
ceived into thinking that they are all on the outside; but when 
you attempt to obey God’s Word and discard them, you will 
find that they are rooted in your affections and reach down 
deep into the soul.” 

The enemy even today is propagating a bill of deceit which 
says, “The outside of a person doesn’t matter.” Remember, 
when the Lord changes a heart and does a work on the in-
side, as Scripture tells us, we become “a new creature: old 
things are passed away” (2 Cor. 5:17). The fruit of that inside 
change of Jesus’ transformation in a life will be revealed, and 
manifest itself on the outside. The heart of this doctrine is not 
something that can be legislated (as its effect will not remain), 
but when holiness becomes the nature of one’s life, there will 
be no adornment or modesty concerns found among us, as we 
will simply desire to do the things that please God. Should one 
begin to vacillate from the standard, conviction can still have 
its work and consume all worldly pursuits. If we enable Him 
to, the Holy Ghost’s directive will keep us on the narrow road 
and he “will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, 
and of judgment” (John 16:8). Jesus says, “If a man love me, 
he will keep my words” (John 14:23). “And why call ye me, 
Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” (Luke 6:46). 
Aren’t you grateful that the Church still holds true this biblical 
standard? Let’s hold fast, love, and embrace the 26th teaching 
of The Church of God on biblical adornment. There’s great 
safety in sound doctrine!             &
t Some additional recommended books to review on this subject 
include: Basic Bible Beliefs, by M. A. Tomlinson (WWPH, 1961), 
Jewelry and the Child of God, by J. E. Elliott (WWPH, 1984), The 
Truth about Outward Adornment, by Ron Brisson (WWPH, 1989), 
Let the Church Counsel Together, by M. A. Tomlinson (WWPH, 
1978), Jewelry and the Child of God, by Doris Ard (TCOG, 1996).
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