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Introduction: 

We, your Ways and Means Committee, bring greetings to this 115th 
World-Wide Annual Assembly of The Church of God. We extend our 
love and appreciation to our General Overseer, Bishop Oscar Pimentel, 
and to his wife and family. We appreciate the prayers, love and support 
from the members and friends of The Church of God. May the Lord 
bless you for your efforts, and accomplishments, in continuing to 
financially support the work of the Lord and His Church during the 
challenging times of this past year. “Every man according as he purposeth 
in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth 
a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; 
that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every 
good work” (2 Cor. 9:7, 8). Praise the Lord for His faithfulness! 

SECTION 1: CPMA MEMBERSHIP 

Rationale
The proper funding level needed for both maintaining what we have 

and expanding into other areas is a challenge. For example, the buying 
power of ten dollars (US) in 1993, when the recommended amount of ten 
dollars per year be paid into a General Property fund (generally referred 
to as CPMA Memberships), would be equivalent to approximately 
eighteen dollars (US) in 2021. In the 88th General Assembly, 1993, two 
Holy Ghost messages and interpretations were given out:

“Now I will tell you the things of which you have asked and 
knew not. Yea, I will show them houses; yea, they shall dwell 
comfortably in them; but I will lay upon you to build up My 
House for My last days work. Yea, yea, yea, I shall take of your 
means. Yea, I shall take of your time, your efforts and your 
labor. Yea, I shall stretch My Message across this Earth. Yea, 
My people, yea, I am calling for all that you have. Give. Give. 
Give. Give. Yea, deny yourself; yea, take your cross; take your 
cross and follow Me and give all that you are and all that you 
have. Yea, thou art special unto Me; but there’s a great cost, a 
great cost.” “Hearken to this Minister this day. Also, hearken 



to this Interpretation. My Church is in need. I want My people 
to sacrifice and give with their whole heart. Serve Me; hold not 
back. There is great blessings coming to thee. Hold not back 
but give with all thy heart, and I will bless thee; and thou shall 
be a peculiar people unto Me.”

The membership and friends of The Church of God have certainly 
given greatly throughout the years. Your gifts to the work of God have 
probably ranged all the way from the “widow’s mite” to “out of your 
abundance,” but we cannot stop giving now. There is still work to do, 
and God is still able to tremendously bless the cheerful giver. We need 
to incorporate faster and more efficient tools into our tool bag of ways 
to get the whole message across this earth. To do this, we need the aid 
of personnel and finances. An increase of ten dollars (US) per person 
in the CPMA Membership would at least restore us to the 1993 level 
of buying power and provide a small additional amount for growth. 

In the 48th General Assembly, 1953, during the Annual Address, we 
find “the CPMA committee has decided to make $5 the membership fee 
for the year” (48th AM, 1953, p. 41). In the 89th General Assembly, 1994, 
the Ways and Means Committee Report, Section 2, recommended that 
“an amount of $10.00 per year be paid into a General Property fund 
(formerly CPMA) for the purpose of possible building, equipping and 
maintaining the General Headquarters property” (89th AM, 1994, p. 
30, WMC, Sec. 2). 

Recommendation
We recommend that all previous references to the amount for 

the CPMA Membership and the placement of the funds at General 
Headquarters be superseded by the following statement:

To be a member of the Church of Prophecy Marker Association, 
one pays twenty dollars (US) a year, any time during the Assembly 
year. In other nations outside the United States, to become a member 
one must pay an amount set by the National Overseer and the nation’s 
National Finance and Appropriations Committee with approval by 
the World Mission Committee. 

All CPMA Offerings and CPMA Memberships that come to General 
Headquarters are to go into the General Properties Fund. 

Any future changes in the price of the membership should be handled 
by the General Properties Committee and presented to the Ways and 
Means Committee for a recommendation to the General Assembly.



SECTION 2: ASSEMBLY EXPENSE
Withdrawn from consideration at this time.

SECTION 3: TITHING TO GENERAL HEADQUARTERS OF 
TITHES NOT RECEIVED BY LOCAL PASTOR

Rationale
It was brought to the committee’s attention that there was no 

reference in our Financial Plan concerning the payment of tithes to 
General Headquarters, by the local church, on the amount of tithes 
not received by the pastor. We find that this concept was published 
in The Church of God Financial Communique, Spring 2000. It stated 
“If this is the case…” meaning the pastor elects to leave some of the 
tithe in the local church, “…the local church should tithe to General 
Headquarters on the amount they receive just as the pastor would if 
he were receiving the tithes.” We also find this concept given in our 
Treasurer’s Monthly Report Forms instruction section. It states “If the 
pastor is not receiving the tithes from the local church or if you are 
paying the tithes for him/her, please write “tithes” in one of the blanks 
designated as “other” and record the amount in the proper blank.” 
This concept is also taught in our Bible Training Institute Business 
Class. While this action is certainly documented and practiced, we 
could not find a General Assembly ruling in which it was officially 
accepted. We would like to ask this Assembly to officially recognize 
this practice.

Section 3, 98th AM, 2003, p. 45, WMC, states: 

“Local church level: Ten percent of all tithes received are to be sent 
monthly to the State/Regional/National offices. The remainder is to be 
used to pay the pastor’s allotment, and any remaining balance is to be 
considered surplus tithes. The disbursement of surplus tithes should 
be disbursed monthly/quarterly/or annu ally at the discretion of the 
local church conference with first consideration given to the pastor’s 
ministerial expense. This recommendation supersedes all previous 
Assembly recommendations.”

Recommendation
We recommend that this section be changed to:

“Local church level: Ten percent of all tithes received are to be sent 
monthly to the State/Regional/National offices. The remainder is to 
be used to pay the pastor’s allotment, and any remaining balance is 
to be considered surplus tithes. 



If the pastor elects to not receive all of the tithes, then the local 
church should tithe to General Headquarters on the amount they 
receive just as the pastor would if he were receiving the tithes.

The disbursement of surplus tithes should be disbursed monthly/
quarterly/or annu ally at the discretion of the local church conference 
with first consideration given to the pastor’s ministerial expense. This 
recommendation supersedes all previous Assembly recommendations.”

SECTION 4: PUBLISHING COMMITTEE REVIEW ITEMS 
Rationale 

During the review for the latest Business Guide, the Publishing 
Committee found some items from previous Assembly rulings that 
potentially needed further review for a possible update due to practices 
accepted by the General Assembly since the reorganization. This section 
will present those areas to this Assembly for review and consideration.

Section 4a – Third Sunday Offering Designation
At the 63rd Assembly, the Third Sunday offering was to con-
tinue being received for the District Overseer (63rd AM, 1968, 
p. 134, WMC, Sec. 2). The 64th Assembly discontinued this 
practice and left the offering to the local church to expedite 
important local church financial matters (64th AM, 1969, p. 
154, WMC, Sec. 5). During the 90th Assembly we find the 
following item concerning the Third Sunday offering:
We recommend that each local church receive a 3rd Sunday 
offering for General Headquarters operating expenses (90th 
AM, 1995, p. 59, WMC, Sec. 4).

Recommendation 
To supersede all previous references to the Third Sunday of-
fering, we offer the following change to section 4 of the 90th 
Assembly Ways and Means Committee report:
We recommend that each local church receive a Third Sunday 
offering for General Headquarters operating expenses. All 
previous references to the Third Sunday Offering designation 
shall be superseded by this recommendation.

Section 4b – District Overseer Offering
At the 55th Assembly, it was accepted that the District Overseers 
be appointed so there could be at least six or eight churches in 
each district, and that he could receive some expense money 



from these local churches. The part we would like to address is 
the receiving of expense money from the local churches. The 
item presently reads:
The present plan is to appoint district overseers over so many 
counties, whether there are churches in them or not. Some 
have suggested that the district overseers be appointed so 
there could be at least six or eight churches in each district, 
then he could receive some expense money from these local 
churches. We recommend this be the rule where it is possible. 
However, in areas where churches are far apart we recommend 
this practice be left to the discretion of the state overseer (55th 
AM, 1960, p. 133, QSC, Sec. 5).

Recommendation
In place of receiving some expense money from the local 
churches, we recommend that a love offering be received for 
the district overseer when he visits the local church.

Section 4c – IRS Special Employee Death Benefit 
At the 73rd Assembly, an item was accepted that dealt with a 
special employee benefit that was called out under the United 
States Internal Revenue Service code. This allowed a certain 
amount of money to be considered a death benefit that was 
free from income tax. This part of the tax code no longer exists. 

Recommendation
Section 4c-1

Since this tax benefit no longer exists, we recommend to the 
Assembly that we rescind Section 9, WMC, 73rd AM, 1978, p. 155.

Section 4c-2
We would like to recommend to this Assembly that when a 
State/Regional/National Overseer, Pastor, General Appointee, 
or other appointed worker has any funds (allotment, offering, 
expense, etc.) due him/her at his/her death, that it be given to 
his/her beneficiary.

Section 4d – Fund Raising Campaigns/Projects
The 82nd Assembly, 1987, accepted a recommendation that 
no fund raising programs or projects be initiated from the 
General Offices without General Assembly approval. While 
understanding the need that certain large scale programs or 



projects and their associated fund raising efforts, such as build-
ing a Tabernacle, or purchasing land would warrant General 
Assembly approval, the broad application of this statement 
could hinder the timeliness of an appointed leader to follow the 
leading of the Lord for a particular need. Needs could arise for 
these efforts in between Assemblies and the coordinator would 
have to wait before implementing. Some present fund raisers 
such as Missionary Partnership Alliance, Banner of Love, and 
the recent effort of raising funds for our International Youth 
Rallies would be considered out of order.
Our presently accepted recommendation states:
“We recommend that no fund raising programs or projects be 
initiated from the General Offices without General Assembly 
approval. This will not affect fund raising projects or programs 
now in operation” (82nd AM, 1987, p. 138, WMC, Sec. 5).

Recommendation
In an effort to allow the General Appointees to have some 
liberty with a fund raising campaign/project, and also provide 
a check and balance environment for good stewardship, we 
offer the following change:
We recommend that no fund-raising programs or projects 
be initiated from the General Offices without approval of the 
Department Coordinator, General Overseer, Administrative 
Committee, and the Ways and Means Committee. This will 
not affect fund raising projects or programs now in operation.

Section 4e – Communication Department Funding
In the 72nd Assembly the following section was accepted in 
regards to Radio Department funding:
“Since the Radio Department has been receiving an annual 
allotment from Free Literature funds and since the General 
Assembly Free Literature offering is now being used for trans-
lation and printing, we recommend that this annual Radio 
Department allotment be paid from the General Funds, and 
the allotment be $16,000.00 for this next Assembly year” (72nd 
AM, 1977, p.157, WMC, Sec. 5).

Recommendation
In order to reflect the current operational condition, we rec-
ommend that section to be rescinded and the following to 
replace what is rescinded:



The Communication Department is funded by the General 
Property Fund (as needed), designated freewill offerings, and 
revenues generated by media sales and services.

Section 4f – Present Financial System 
During the review of what is printed under the heading of 
“Present Financial System” located in the back of our Assembly 
Minutes, there were two items in our current practices that 
could not be referenced back to a General Assembly recom-
mendation/acceptance.

Recommendation
Since we could not find where Sunday School Literature Fund 
or Fifth Sunday Offering designation (as worded in our Assem-
bly Minutes under the heading of “Present Financial System”) 
was officially established, we recommend the following for 
your consideration:

Section 4f.1
We recommend that the money received for Sunday School 
Literature will be placed in the Sunday School Literature Fund 
to be used for printing and mailing Sunday School literature 
being sold.

Section 4f.2
We recommend that the Fifth Sunday offering designation is 
at the discretion of the local Church.

SECTION 5: GENERAL PROPERTIES COMMITTEE EXPENDITURE 
REVIEW
Rationale

In the 96th Assembly it was accepted that any and all capital 
expenditure items of $2500.00 or more were to be made in writing 
to the Ways and Means Committee for study (96th AM, 2001, p 41, 
WMC, Sec. 4).

With the creation of the General Properties Committee and its 
multiple responsibilities, we desire to keep the same threshold and 
procedures for Ways and Means Committee review in place. 

The capital expenditure procedure accepted by the 96th Assembly states:
“We recommend that a ‘Request for Purchase’ of any and all capital 

expenditure items of $2,500.00 or more be made in writing to the 
Ways and Means Committee for study. 



After this study is made, the Ways and Means Committee shall give 
the Administrative Committee the results of their findings from the 
study, along with a recommendation on the Request for Purchase.”

The Ways and Means Committee will serve as “a study and 
recommending board only.”

The decision rests with the Administrative Committee.

Recommendation
To enable the procedure and limits accepted by the 96th Assembly 

to apply to all, we present the following change:
“We recommend that a ‘Request for Purchase’ of any and all capital 

expenditure items from any fund of $2,500.00 or more be made in 
writing to the Ways and Means Committee for study.

After this study is made, the Ways and Means Committee shall give 
the requesting committee the results of their findings from the study, 
along with a recommendation on the ‘Request for Purchase.’

The Ways and Means Committee will serve as ‘a study and 
recommending board only.’

The decision rests with the requesting committee.” 

SECTION 6: FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR FORMER GENERAL 
OVERSEER’S WIDOW
Rationale

In the 110th General Assembly (2015), a Benevolence Fund was 
established to offer some financial assistance for Sister Vicki Smith, 
our former General Overseer’s wife. This fund was to be established for 
one year and then have a recommendation from the Administrative 
Committee for the Ways and Means Committee to revisit this fund, 
based on their findings, to see if it was adequately accomplishing the 
aim or purpose that the membership desired. As stated in the report, 
it will then be in the hands of the Assembly again to determine if 
this Benevolence Fund should be continued, amended, or dismissed. 

In the 111th Assembly (2016), the following determination was 
made by our General Overseer, Bishop Oscar Pimentel, concerning 
this item: “After sitting in counsel with the committee, I have 
determined that they will not come back before this assembly at this 
time in respect to their report. They will forego their report until 
another time at another assembly”



Our heritage gives us examples of the love extended to our late 
General Overseer’s wives, and also Sister Lillie Duggar, through 
financial assistance provided by the Church. Our committee has been 
given information that provides some detail of assistance provided 
Sister Ina Mae Tomlinson. We find that the 57th Assembly approved a 
recommendation that the General Overseer and General Treasurer be 
authorized to set a monthly allotment for Sister Lillie Duggar on behalf 
of her helpful service to the Church (Reference 57th AM, 1962, p. 134, 
QSC, Sec. 4). In 2006, the Assembly accepted the recommendation 
that the Administrative Committee be given the authority to provide 
necessary living assistance to both General Overseer Emeritus Robert 
J. Pruitt and wife Norma (Reference 101st AM, 2006, p. 90, WMC). 

We would also like to mention at this point, that the freewill offering 
given at the 2015 Assembly, and the freewill offerings that came in 
during the year, almost provided for the entire year’s amount that was 
dispersed. Your freewill offering is an avenue to show your love to 
Sister Smith. Our General Headquarters’ web site has the ability for 
you to setup a recurring gift amount to a designated need. This would 
be a perfect way to provide a consistent means to give even when the 
reality of the need is not at the forefront of our thoughts. 

To show some examples to all who would be willing and able to 
participate with any amount: If one hundred individuals/churches 
could give twenty dollars each month, this amount of two thousand 
dollars could be fully funded. Larger churches or States/Regions could 
consider sending more than this amount if they are able. This could 
also be funded if one thousand individual members could give two 
dollars each month, etc. The funds sent to General Headquarters 
could continue to build up for disbursement on a monthly basis and 
henceforth be known as the Financial Assistance Fund.

Recommendation
We recommend that the follow-up action, for the 2015 Benevolence 

Fund acceptance, be to amend the recommendation, so that the 
Administrative Committee be given the authority to provide necessary 
living assistance, as funds are available, for General Overseer widows 
not to exceed two thousand dollars monthly. Government income, 
employment earnings, and Financial Assistance Fund offerings will 
be included in calculating the two thousand dollars. 
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